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Tranſlator's Preface 


TO ALL 


NEW-CONVERTS 


IN Rs gentem, fed non magnificaſti lzririam, 
Thou hatt made our number more, but haſt nor 
made our joy greater. A great deal of morſe the change 
of New- Converts makes ; and yet no great cauſe of 
Joy, either to themſebves "or to the Church, Perſwajion 
or Set, or wht ever elſe you pleaſe to call it, ro which 
they ure converted. Si converteris Tſraed, ad me con- 
vettere. If ye be converted, be converted unto me, lays 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth. If your Converſion 
to the true Church of Chriſt, as you imagin, has convev- 
ted your heart and ſoul throughly unto God, you have 
made an happy change indeed, and no doubt but there's 
Joy int Heaven at our Conver/ton ; but if your heart 
and manners be ſtill the ſame as Gefare, and you have 
only gorten 2 new name, and a new form of Gedlimefs, 

without the interior V ertue and Power of it, you ave 
as you were as to yeir title ro Beatitude in the other 
life, As good never-a-wwhit, as never the better. If 


wvou be a Chr iſtian. Teſs Chriſt has told vor, the means 


nd the only mens to get eternal life, is to love God 
above all |! things , and you Neighbours as your ſelves. 
If you want this, no Communion with an ny whatſoever 
Chioch 6 or Set can hinder you from being eternally 
milerable, Though, no doubt, ſeeing Religion is nothing 
elle but 1 manner of Ling reveal'd by God Almighty 
ro the World, to dr(poſe them Jo - jelicity of the other 


life, 


The Tranſlator's Preface * 
life, it muſt neceſ[irily be highly advantageous to be of 
the true Religzon, becauſe in that muſt needs be con- 
tuned far greater helps, than itt any Set of man's des 
wi/ing, to beget in Souls the neceſſary preparations to 
eternal Beatitude, And hence, of all Religions, that 
Religion is demonſtratively from God which has the 
greateſt and nianifoldft means to fit Souls for the happi- 
eſs of the other life, or 79 mike the World tiuly good ; 
that is, pious to God, charitable to one another, and 
temperate, as tv the nſe and de/ires of the things of this 
hife : When thoſe means ave not by ignorance or cov- 


raſe paſſions abuſed, but ſimcerely and ſeriouſly made 
ule of. | 


But you thank God you are converted tothe Church of 
Rome. Et quz tanta fuir /Yomam tibi cauſa videndi ? 
And why ſo paſſionately deſirous to jee Rome ? But be 
it as it will, I'll not now diſpute with you about 2t ; 
but at preſent I'll ſuppoſe the Religion you have em- 
bracd, to be poſt boly aud true: And yet you muſt 
give me leaveſto tell you as a friend, your great work 
zs ſiill to do. T know there are certain Preferments in 
Cambridg called Scholr ſhips and Fellowſhips, which 
none are capable of, though never ſo deſeruing, either 
for their natural Parts, or arquired Learning ; unleſs 
they have been for ſome time educated in fiich a School, 
Weltminſter for example, or Eton, ©, But coming 
from fuch a School, though otherwiſe their Learning be 
very indifferent, they are witheut difficuliy preferred 
in reſpective Colledgaes of the ſud Univerſiiy, But 
it is not ſomm Hexven: Plices and Dignittes in that 
City of Light are not conferred upon us, becauſe we 
ave been trained up in the Communion of ſ1:ch a Per- 
frwnſfron, but kecouft of cur ftne(s and di{poſiiions for 
them. To (iy to the Examiner of all hearts in 
the diy of Fudgment , you come out of ſuch a School * 


of 
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Vertue ; the Proteſtant for . example, or Roman- 
Church, will //gnify nothmg towards your 1d ittunce 
to the fellowſhip of God and his S$uints for ever. 1! 
will be anſwered at that great day to all workers of 
Iniquity, though not only the Church, in <hole ( ommu- 
ion they died, but allo, though even they them|. yes 1 
their own perſons, have propheſied in the name f our 
Lord Jeſus, and wrought many wonderful things ; De- 
part from me, I know you not. Put zf you Fave 17! 
the time of your abode on this earth, [vo eerciled your 
ſelves in all works of piety to God, and charity to your 
Ne:ghbour, and temperance and Chriſtian mortific (tion 
to your ſelves, as you have nextly diſpoled your Soul 
for ihe beatilying fight of God, by an hearty love of h1s 
Divine Majeſty, nd cordial charity to your Newgh- 
bour, and a moderate orderly deſire of the things here 
below, you need no other recommend: tion for vonr a[- 
lured admittance to m— everlaſting Bliſs, Nov 
is this ſud to perſwade anFone to an indifferency of 
living and dving in any whatluever Church or (om- 
Muni. No. God forbid. But only to awaken thoſe who 
feem to ſet their hearts at reſt, when they have once, 
as they iwmagin, found out the true Church of Chriſt, 
The ſme [ [iy to all New-Converts to Nov-conformity, 
or the Rel:gjon efftabhſied by Law. !'ire you more 
of the fear of God in your hewts thin vt hid br joret 
Hruve you a more cordial chinity to your Neighbour 
than before ? Hive you a leſs effeern of rhe FHealives, 
Riches and Honours of this TForld 16.1 Gofovet If you 
have, you have then reaſon to be glrd df 1 a change, 
and to hope you have made a ftep neever eiornal Be 1 c- 
tude by it. But if yo! ave 45 greedy of Money, as paſ- 
fronate in your defives of all ſenſual Helights, as mu b 
a S$lwrve to Honour and the fiveur of men, as little 
ſtudions to do your indigent Netgheoir good in all bis 
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wants Corporal or Sperituat, as little vegardful of 
the Divine Majeſty, whether out of fear or love, as be- 


fore « your great work ts ſtill to do ; your, Converſion 


that muſt make wou lite eternally, is ſtill | + » be made, 
If you be _ erted tc God, (and all other | Cre er ſion's 
are to very little purpoſle,) then Nou have. .; regard to 
God in all your ways. For as % when you ave converted 
to the Church of Rome, ſtill you have an eye to the 
Commands and Orders of that Church > So when you 
are converted unto God, if you be indeed converted un- 
to him, you have ever an eve imto him, and think how 
he would hate you ([pend | your time; how much pou 
world: Af. urs, how much in Prayer, and other (pirt- 
tual ex2ritfes; how much in moderate vecre tiv1i, Sc. 
Tou ve 1d ato Ged in your eating, drinking, md feep- 
ang : ob roi that Chriſti un-mean in all thele attions, 
which ou thi nk God Almighty would have you to ob- 
ſerve, wot regarding the contrary unchriftian praftices 


of the [ibertines yout __ reraft + In like munner, if 


God Almighty have mide vou a Steward of a favy 
Eftate, you conſider hot þe would have you employ it, 
how ga ch upon your own meceſſry ex pences, and hot 

ranch i/pon the poor, rc. The t: [te for whatever Talents 
of f# wning or natural Parts God Almighty has ey: 
doo you with, ſtudying to employ all to the greater 
_gond of the World, after the ex. ample of the grew Pat- 


ern of al! Perfettion, onr Bleſſed $ro7ovy who Went 
about EW Ng good : And wor, af 'you © ol be orthy of 
that hich N une of 2 C7 iſti, mm, miſe endeci our in this, 
and ail other veg. was, to walk as he NY / He that 


ſays he abidcs in Jeſus Chriit, ought even as he walked 
himſc If a!fo to walk. i Joh. 2, 6. That 15, as Verrorable 
Bede e pornds thoſe vine cords + Non 2mbire ter- 
rena, . 5c. Nor ro feck carth! ly things, nor ro ſollow aft- 
ter periſhable gains ; co fy Honours, to embrace all 

woridly 
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To all New-Converts: 
worldly Contempt for Heavenly Glory, willingly to do 


good to all, to 1njure no-body, and patiently to ſufler 


injuries from others, yea to ask their Pardon of God 
who 1njure us ; never to ſeck our own, but aiways ro 
ſeck our Makecr's Glory ; and to make as many as we 
can, together with us, ro affe& things aboye. To do 
theſe, and ſuch hke things as theſe, is to follow the 
foorſteps of Chriſt. Tf the Comverſeon ſo frequently 
mentioned in Holy Scriptures, with a promiſe of life 
eternal; partientirly 14 the 18th of Ezeck, Why will 
ye dye O houlc of 1r2e/ ; becauſe I will not the death 
of him that d:cth, faith the Lord God ; Return ye and 
live : If this Conver/ton or returning to God Almighty 


ſignified no more but an embracing of the right F41h, 


or true Religion, it were an ealy thing indeed, c(pert- 
ally for a great many to eſcape eternal death, and 0 06- 
tain eternal life. But the truth is, the Conver /ics: !0 
which eternal hife is promiſed by Almighty Goo 1s 2 
Converſion of another nature. In three words, it 1: 
the Comver ſion which is moſt excellently deſtrilod tn 
St. Bernard 2# the following Symons, Get thit, and 


14 


you are eternally happy ; want that, and the being cf 


whatſoever Perſwajion, never {o holy, or never (0 good, 
will not be able to hinder you from being eternity 
miſerable. A great enquiry is made <hich is the true 
and pure Church of Chriſt » And no doub; bt it 1s 0 
Queſion of high moment and concers; but according to 
the beft of my underſtanding , conſtdering the preſent 
State of Religion in England, it mic move concerns 
all that ſincerely and heartily deſrre to be eternilly 
happy, to enquire, ſuppoſing me to be of the true Church 
of Chriſt, what is ſtill further neceſſ:ry for my Salt. 
tion ? and to uſe the utmoſt induſtry for the acgu:- 
quiſition of that main thing neceſſ ry, whatſcever :t 
1s | 


A (cn- 
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A Conver/ron to a ferw exterior Rites and Ceres 
monies, is very eaſy; and a forſaking all exterior 
Rites and Ceremonies, ts no leſs eaſy; and we would 
all oladly be happy in the other World ; bu: we <:0uld 
gladly alſo have this happineſs at as eaſy d rate as may 
be ; and therefwre no monder (o few of all Perſwahons 
ir good earneſt labour to get their hearts imd fouls 
throuzghly converted unto God, though this hd only this 
be that which can mdeed make us eternatly Loops 
becauſe this is a work of 1mmwen': 4, fficuliy to corrupt 
nature : but vather inwimerable multitudes {atisfy 
them(ctwes, with little more than the exterior form of 
the Church or Perſwajfion they adhere unto + Though 
alt acknewleds, that without an hearty Comver/un to 
God Almiwghiv inthis TWorid, there's re hopes of fecing 
him for ever mihe next. For example, what Verſwa- 
ſoon is there amongſt ns, 7 it does mot acknowlede a true 
and heaviy regird ! Almeg/uy God to be meceſſiry to 
Safvation ; ur 4th. ths er piety io God muſt expreſs 
zt ſelf by herriy ond devort Prayer : And that Charity 
fo ow Newhborr 1s alſu neceſſary to Sakvation ; and 
that this Chariiy muſt expreſs it ſelf by Alms:-deeds, 
and other goed offices to our Nriz hbour, according (0 his 
nece/hiy, and our ability: Aud that alſo a moder ite uſe 
of meat, drink, and other neceſſurees of this life, is alſo 
neceſlary to Sith ation. And moreover, do not 111 Per- 
[ewafroms agree, that in caſe we have ſinned, not only 
heariy ſorrow and repentance is neceſſary to S1Fyation, 
but that this ferro, if tt be true and hearty, will ex- 
preſs it ſelf by ſome exterior atts of humil:ation more or 
leſs ; for example, by weeping, mourning, /ighing, fve- 
quent humble ejacul ations to Heaven for Pardon ; fuſt- 
ing, negletfed Attire, ©c. All this netwithſtlanding, 
how fer of the ſeveral Profeſſors of Religion amone t 
us, ſpend any conſiderable time in devout and holy 

Prayers, 


_ 
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Prayers, or any conſiderable proportion of their Eſtates 

in works of Charity ; or notorioufly deny themſetves in 

eating, drinking, apparel, &©c. In which great and main 

Subſtantials of Chriſtiamiy, if we did holily ſtrive who 

ſhould moſt of all ha this were the more ready 

way to bring us to be all of one mind, rather than our 
uarrels and diſputes oftentimes about matters of very 
mall concern, as to our eternal welfare. 

To inſtance only in the duty or virtue of Repentance, 
which we all G_ to be neceſſary to Salvation; 
and one of the firſt works a New-Comvert ought eſpe- 
cially to be exerciſed in. My Conſcience tells me I am 
guiliy of many and enormous wickedneſſes. The atts 
of my ſeveral ſins and abominable impieties are paſt, 
but they have highly provoked my Creator and God 
againſt me, have left foul footſteps behind them in my 
own Soul, and ve moreover done no (mall damage to 
the Souls of many of my poor Neighbours and Acquain- 
tance. How now muſt all theſe grand miſchiefs be re- 
pair d ? Surely T can never hope for eternal happineſs 
from Almighty God in the next life, wnleſs by ſome 
means or other I firſt appeaſe his juſtly incenſed anger 
againſi me in this. And ;f no unclean thing can enter 
into ihe Kingdom F4 Heaven, the foul footſteps my im- 
prieties have left behind them, muſt be eff ced before I 
partake of eternil Bliſs. And if I may not preſume 
to offer my gift in God's Temple here below before I 
have fiſt reconciled my elf to my offended Brethren, 
can I hope to be admetted into the Holy of Holtes of the 
Great God above, before I have made ſome »vep.air of 
the ineſtimatl: dumage I have done many of my por 
Brethrens ſouls ! But what remedy of ſo many and (0 
great evils? I know none but a zealous retu'n to the 
ancient Primitive Pratfice of Chriſtian Repent ance. 
Let us not decerue owr ſelves, we offend the [ume God 

a. the, 
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the Primitive Chriſtians did, and profane the ſame $4- 

| crament of ' Baptiſm by our ſims, which they did by 
theirs ; and unleſs we will flaiter our ſetves with yan 

hcpes, we muſt not think-to exptaie thoſe ſims with a 

few Paters and Aves, which coft them whele years ex- 

erciſes in Penitential Auſterities.” Quam magna deli- 
| quimus, tam granditer defleamus,&c. As heincuſly, ſ.zys 
Sr. Cyprian, Serm.de Lapfis. And as greatly as we have 
ſinned, ſo greatly and ſo grievoully Jet us weep and la- 
ment for our ſins. To a dcep wound, let a long and 
careful Cure not be wanting ; Jet not our pcnnance be 
leſs than our fault. Doeſt thou think that thou canſt be 
able prefently and forthwith to app-ate Almighty God, 
whom with perfidious words thou haiti denicd ; before 
whom thou haſt preferred thy Patrimony ; whoſe Tem- 
ple thou haſt ſacrilcgioutly violated. Doelt thou think 
that he will caſily have mercy on thee, whom thou haſt 
ſaid that he was nonc ©6: thine. Ir bchoves thee ro 
pray unto him, and to beſeech him with all carneſtneſs, 
to pals the day in mourning, and ro ſpend whole nights 
in watching and tears, to fill ail time with doleful Ja- 
mentations, to make athes thy bed, to roll thy ſelf in 
duit and haircloath ; and fince thou haſt loſt rhe gar- 
ment of Chriſt, now thou ſhould/t deſire to have no 
garment ar all; after the food of the Devil, thou 
thouldſt deſire faſting : zealouſly buſy thy ſelf in ſuch 
good works, whereby ſins are purged : give frequent 
Alms, by which ſouls are delivered trom death : what 
che Adyerfary would haye taken away from thee, let 
; Chriſt reccive : nor ought that Patrimony to be kept 
TS or loved, by which one has been deceived and overcome. 
| The (ad experience of frequent and eaſy relipſes into 
bewailed wickedneſſes, ſhew us how vain and frivolous” 
that Repentance was, by which they were pretended to 
have been aboliſhed. The ſad wounds, cauſed in our 
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ſouls by our ſms, as is manifeſt by their ſo ſpeedy break- 
ng out again, were only covered, not cured: As the 
Clergy of Rome complains of certain Prieſts, Ep. 31. ad 
Cypr. who by a falſe froeeimeſs precipitated the Recon- 
cilzation of Sinners, How ( ſay they )) can they be 
cured in receiving the Grace of Abfolution, and the 
Indulgence of the Church, it the Chirurgeon himſelf 
cut ſhort the Pennance, and make himſelf indu'gent to 
their ruine and deftruftion ; it he cavci. 0/7. the 
wound, and will not cxpe& till the Remedics which 
have nced of time, cloſe it ? Aſſuredly this is not ro 
cure ſouls; but it we will ſpeak the truth, 'tis to kill 
them. In fine, let us make it our bn/ineſs to experi- 
ment in the inmoi# of our ſpirite this Repentance or 
Conter fron (o excellently and fully deſcribed in the fot- 
lowing Divine Sermons of St, Bernard, and this is in 
one word to ſry all: By this if we can attain it, wwe 
hall fully appeaſe our thcenſed God for our [ins pas?, 
perfeiFly fecure our weak frail ſelves from relapſing 
mnto the ſame our repented ſims, and abundantly edity 
whomſoever we may hve juſtly offended by our former 
unchriftion Converſation. 
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CHAP. FI. 


That no body can be converted to God, unleſr he be pre- 
vented by the Will of God, and by his Voice crying 


into him within. 


OU are met together, as I believe, to hear the Word 
of God ; for indeed there does not occur to me any 
other cauſe of this your fo fervorous a concourſe, By 
all means I approve of this your defire, and congra- 
tulate with you for your laudable zeal. For blctled are they 
which hear the Word of God, but provided alto that they keep 
ir, Bleſſed are they that remember his Commandments, but to 


the end that they may do them, For he has the words of Erer- 
B nal 
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(2 )- 
nal Life, and the Rour is come (and would to God it were now) 
when they ſhall hear his voice, and they that fhalt hear it, ſhall 
tive, For life is his will. And if you defire to know it, his will 
is'-our Converſion. In fine, hear himſelf. 7s rhe death of the im- 
Prous my will, ſays the Lerd, and not rather that he ſhowld be conver- 
ted, and live? Ezek.18.v.23. By which words we evidently ſee how 
that true life is nor to be had by us, but by Converion, nor can 
we enter into _it-any other way. Our Lord telling us plairly ; 
Unleſs ye be converted, and made like little ones, ye ſhall nat enter imo 
the Krigaom of Heaven, Mar.18.v.ge And with good reafon'do little 
ones enter ; tor the little Child conducts them, who for this end 
was born, and given us.. I ask then, what voice is that which the 
dead hear, and when they have keard it, live ? for perhaps it is ne- 
cefſary to Preach the Goſpel! even to the dead. And opportunely 
there occurs a ſhort word, but a full onc, which the mouth of 
the Lord has tpoken, as his Prophet teſtifies. Thou haſt faid, (ſays 
he, ſpEpking, without doubt, to the Lord his God,) Be converted O 
ye ſons of min, Jer. 3. And indeed deſervedly does Converſion 
ſeem ty be required from the ſons of men, to wit, abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary tor ſinners, For to rhe ſupernal Spirits, that praiſe which 
becomes the juſt, is rather commanded ; the Prophet ſinging , 
Praiſe 14; God, O Sion, Pfal, 147. And in that the Praqpher fays, 
Thou haſt {xid: in my judgment it is not careleſly to be paſled 
over, nor heedlefly ro be heard. For who dare compare what 
God has ſaid ro the ſayings of men? Verily the Word of God is 
lively and efficacious, and his Voice 1s in magnificence and power. 
In fine, he ſaid it, and all things were made. He faid, Let there be 
light, and the light was made, He ſaid, Be ye converted, O ye ous of 
wer, aud they were converted, SO it is indeed ; the converſion ,ot 
Souls is the work of God's Voice, and nor of man's. S/n, the 
Son of ohn, a Fiſher of men, although called and conſtiruted for 
this very purpoſe by our Lord, yet jn vain ſhall even he labour 
all night, and catch nothing, until by the word of our Lord caſting 
his ner, he ſhall be able to incloſe in it a great multitude of Fiſh, 
And I would to God we could alſo to day in this Word caſt the ner 
of the Word, and experience what is written: Zo, he ſhall give 
to his Voice a Voice of power, Pal. 67, If we ſpeak a lye, it's plam 
that's of our own. But perhaps even then alſo our words will be 
judged to be our own, not our Lords, if we ſeek our own Con- 
cerns, and not the things of Jeſus Chriit, Moreover, although we - 


ſpeak 


(3) 


' ſpeak the truth of God, and ſeek the glory of God, we muſt even 
then from him alone hope the effect, and of him ask it : char he 
would pleaſe to accompany his own Voice with a Voice of pow- 
er. To this internal Voice therefore I exhort you to liſten with 
the ears of your heart ; and that you would make it your buſi- 
neſs rather to hear God ſpeaking within you, than man ſpeaking 
without you. For that is a voice of magnificence and power, 
ſearching the deſerts, making to tremble the deſerts, ſhaking off 
the ſtupid rorpor of Souls, 
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CHAP. II. 


That God's Voice offers it ſelf to all, and preſents it ſelf 
to the Joul that's unwilling to hear it. 


OR need we much to labour to come to hear this Voice, 

N the labour will be rather to ſtop thine ears that 
thou maiſt not hear jt. For 'the Voice it ſelf offers 

it ſelf, intrudes it ſelf; nor does tit ceaſe continually to knock at 
every one's door. In tine, Forty years, ſays he, / have been very 
neer to that generation, aud have ſaid they always err with their 
heart, He is itill very neer unto ws, he {till ſpeaks, and perhaps 
there is not who hears him. He ſtil! fays, rheſe ery with their 
heart, Pſal.94. He is ſtill very near into us, he ſtill ſpeaks, and 
perhaps there is not who hears him. He ſtill ſays, thefe err with 
their heart : ſtill Wiſdom cries in the ſtreets. Trarſgreſſore, return t9 
yorr heart. For this 1s the beginning of our Lord's ſpeaking ; and 
this Word ſeems to have gone before to all thoſe who are conver- 
red to their heart, not only calling them back, but alſo bringing 
them back again, and ſetting them before their own face: for it 
is not only a Voice of power, but alſo a Ray of light, telling men 
of their ſins, and enlightning the hidden things of darkneſs. Nor 
is there any ditference betwixt the internal Voice and Light, the 
ſame Son of God being the Word of the Father, and rhe Splen- 
dor of his Glory ; and the ſubſtance alſo of the Soul, in its kind 
ſpiritua}, and nncompounded, without any diſtinction of fſenits 
is whole ſeeing, if we may call it a whole, and alſo in like man- 
B 2 ner 
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Ye tearing. For what is done by that eitlicy Ray of L glt 
or Word, but that only the Soul is made to. know it {eif + For the 
book of: Conſcience is opened, the miterable order of the Lite is 
untulicd, a lad Story 1s repeated, Reaſon is enJighten'd, and ths 
unfolded Memory 1s exhibited,ro certain eyes, @s it were of the 
SOu]. But both is not ſo much any thing of the Sou!, as the Son! 
It je!?: to that the ſame is both rhe beholder, and the beholded ; 
the Soul fer before her own face, and by ſturdy apparitors, to wit, 
of taougits ſent inro her, ſhe is compelled, as a guilty Crimiral, 
to appcar before her own Tribunal. And who is able to undergo 
tus Judgment withonr being troubled 2 My Soul is rrowbled 2: m\ 
ſelf, (luys the Fropuct of our Lord, ) Pſul. I 42. and doeſt thou 
Wonder tliui thou cznlt nor be fet before thy face without repre- 
nenion , without turbation, without canfuſion ? 
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CHAP. 


That 4y the Voice of God the reaſenable part of the Soul 
zs made able to ſee, reprove, diſtinguiſh, and diſcern all 


ts own miſeries. 


OR muſt you hope to hear from me what Reaſon: diſtin- 

' guiſhes, diſcerns, and reprehends in your Memory. Apply 

thy hearing, turn the eyes of thy heart to within, and thou 
ſhalt learn by- thy own experience what is done there. For no 
body knows what things are in man, but the Spirit of man which 
is in him. If Pride, if Envy, if Coverouſneſs, if Ambition, or any 
ſuch Plague !ic hidden there, ir will hardly eſcape this examen. 
If Fornication, it Thefi, if Cruelry, if any Deceir, or any other 
Fault ſhall have bcen commitred, the Criminal will not be able to 
hide himſelf from :his Judg within, nor will he deny :t before 
him. For all that itch of unjawful delight, and all the enticing 
pleaſire, was ſoon ended , but it imprinted certain birter marks in 
the memory, it left behind it foul footſteps. For into that Repo- 
Hrory, as into a Sink, all the abomination ran, all the filth flowed. 
& large Volume, in which all thinge are wyitten, and that with the 


Pen 
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Pen of truth : now the belly is griped with bitterneſs, although iT 
ſeemed to have delighted the miſerable jaws, in its fhort pallagc, 
with a certain ag fiveernels. Miſerable man that I am, 
grieved for my belly; I am greeved for my bclly. And why 
ſhould I not be pained for the belly of my memory, into which 
ſuch a deal of filth hath been catt * My Brethren, who of us, when 
he takes notice that the garment winch he wears, is -all over be- 
dawbed with foul fpattle, and defiled with lthy ordure, does not 
vehemently abhor ir, docs not pretently put it off, does not wii, 
indignation caſt it away from him ? wheretore he that diſcovers 
not his Garment, but himſelf within, under his garment, to be in 
fuch a manner dcfiled. ougnt fo much the more to grieve, and be 
in conſternation, by how much neerer he carries about. him what 
he abhors. For the denled Soul! cannor to caſt away at felf, as it 
can its beſpotted Coar. In fine, who is there amonglt us of fo 
great patience and vertue, char if perhaps {as we read con- 
cerning Mary the Siſter of Meſs) he ſhould fee his fleſh by a 
certain leproſy on the ſudden w hite with an ill white neſs, 
ſhould be able to bear it with an equal mind, and give his Creator 
thanks? Now what 1s this fleſh of ours but a certain rotten Coat 
with which we are clothed 2 Or what 1s this bodily leproſy to be 
looked upon by the Elect, but as the Rod of our Father's cor- 
rection, and the purgation of our Heart ? But there, there is ve- 
hement tribulation, and moſt juſt cauſe of grief, when a Sinner 
awaked out of the ſleep of his miſerable pleaſure, thall begin to 
deprehend and fee thar inrernal leproſy which he has got to him- 
ſe}if with much ſtudy and labour. For no body hates his own 
Acth, much iefs can the Soul hate it ſelf, 


CHAP.. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Toat he who loves Wickedneſs, hates both his own 
Soul and Body, 


BY perhaps ſomebody may be moved with that of the Pfal- 
miſt, He who loves miquity, hates his own Soul : But I 
{ay, that he hates alſo his own Body. For does he not hate 
it, for which he daily merits more and more fire in Hell ; for 
which, according to his hard and impenitent heart, he rreaſures wp 
wrath ag vinſt the day of wrath ? Notwithſtanding this hatred as 
well of the Body as of the Soul, is rather in effect than atfeCtion, 
So the phrenetick man hates his own fleſh, when he endeavours 
ro miſchief himſelf ; the diliberation'of Reaſon being aſleep in 
him. Bur can there be a worſe phrenfie than impenitency of heart, 
and an obſtinate reſolution ro go on in ſin? For ſuch an one lays 
violent hands upon himſelf; nor does he tear and gnaw his fcth, 
but his mind. If thou haſt ſeen a man fret, and ſcratch his han1s 
till they bleed again, thou halt in ſuch an one a clear and hy-ly 
pourtraiture of a Soul when it fins. For the pleaſure gives place 
to grief, and pain ſucceeds the itching delight. Nor was he igno- 
rant of it, that fo it would be; but difſembled it when ke ſcratched 
himſelf. So we tear and wound our unhappy Souls with our own 
hands ; but with this dittcrence, that we wound them ſo much the 
more grievouſly, by how much a ſpiritual Creature 'is more ex- 
cellent, and more hardly cured. Nor do we this out of hatred 
or ill-will, but out of a ſtupid 1aternal infenſibility, For the Soul 
being poured out abroad, it has no ſenſe of its internal damma- 
ges ; becauſe it is not within it ſ{c}f, but in the belly perhaps, or 
under the belly. In fine, ſome mens Souls are in their Platters, 
and others in their Cofters ; where rhy treaſare is, fays our Lord, 
there alſo is thy heart. And what wonder, if the Soul feel nor its 
own wounds, when forgetful of it {eIf, and wholly abtent from it 
ſelf, it was gone into a far Country ? But the tune will come, 
when returning home to it elf, it ſhall nnderſtand how cruelly it 
ore out its own very bowels, under the pretext of a miterable 

hunting, 
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hunting. Neither indeed could it then be ſenſible of it, when with 
enfatiable deſire catching at the vile prey of a few ſorry flyes , 
ike the ſpider, it ſeemed ro make Nets of its own Bowels, 


—  — 


CHAT. V. 


Of the puniſhment a5 well of Soul as Body, and fruitleſs 
Repentance after death. 


after death, when all the doors of the Body ſhall be ſhur 

up, by which it was wont to wander abroad, and go 

forth to buſie ir ſelf about the figure of this world, which - 
aſſes away ; ſo rhat now it neceflarity remains in it felf, all egre(s 
out of it ſelf being now impoſſible unto it. But it will be a fad 
and moſt pernicious return, and everlaſting miſery, when it ſhall 
be able to have repentance, but not be able to do any pe- 
nitential work ; for when the Body ſhall be wanting, there can 
be no ation ; and when there ſhall be no «tion, neither can there 
be found any ſetisfaction. For, to have repentance 1s to grieve, 
but to do penitenti2] works, is the remedy -of griet. For one 
that ſha}! want hands, can no more lift up his hands unto heaven. 
But whoſ{vever ſhall not return unto himſelf betore the laying aſide 
of !;'5 body, muſt neceſſarily remain in himſelf for ever. Bur in 
what a {elf? In ſuch a fe!f, as he ſhall have made himſelf in this 
life ; unleſs perhaps he ſhall ſometimes be worſe, for better ſhall 
he never be who is bad ; tor this very Body which now he puts 
oft, he muſt one day receive again; not to do penance, but 
ro be puniſhed in it, when after a certain fort the condition of the 
fleſh and of ſin ſhall be much a-like : for as fin ſhall be able always 
to be puniſhed, but never be expiated or ſatisfied for ; ſo neither in 
the Body ihall the torments poſſibly be ended, nor yet the Body 
be conſumed with the rorments. Deſervedly indeed ſhall everlaſt- 
Ing vengeance and rage be againſt the ſinner, becauſe his faukt can 
never be blotted out ; and neither ſhall the ſubſtance of his fleſh 
fail, leſt together with it the affliction of his fleſh ſhould be forced 
to fail alſo. My deareſt Brethren, he that fears theſe things is 
cautious to avoid them ; but he that flights. them , falls into } 
them, CHAP, 


\ NP this return into it ſelf, ſhall without doubt be at leaſt ' 


CHAP. V1 


That the worm of (omſcrence ought here to be felt, and by 
little and little extingutſhed; and not to be -cheriſhed 
and nouriſhed to immortality. 


HAT therefore we may return to the Voice we ſpoke 
of above, whilſt there 1s a way open thither, whither 
his Salvation ſhews us, who with ſo great piety 
and compaſſion calls - back thither Prevaricators. Nor in the 
mean time ler it be irklſome to feel the bitings of the internal 
Worm , nor let a dangerous ſowerneſs of mind, or a perni- 
cious ſoftneſs prevail with us to difſſemble our preſerit trouble. 
Then the Worm js beſt felt, when there is alſo a poſſible capacity 
of choakins it. Therefore let ir bite now, that it may die, and by 
lirtle and little ceaſe to bite. In the mean time by biting, let it 
gnaw pon putrefaction, that gnawing upon it, it may conſume it, 
and it {cif altogether with it be conſumed, and not be nouriſhed to 
immortality. Their wor, fays he, ſhall not die, and their fire ſhall 
not be put ont, Iſa. 66. Who ſhall be able ro endure from the face 
of thote bitings # For at preſent many little Conſolacions do miti- 
zate rhe rorture of the reprehending Contcience. God is good, 
not ſuffering us to be rempted above our ſtrength ; nor does he 
ſuffer this worm to moleſt and vex us beyond all meaſure, eſpe- 
cally in the beginnings of our Converſion he tuppics our wounds 
with the Oil of Mercy ; that neither the quantity of our Diſeaſe, 
nor the difficulry of its Cure may be further made known to us 
than is expedient ; but rather a certain facility jeems to ſmile vp- 
on us, which afterwards vaniſhes away ; when now to him that has 
his ſenſes exerciſed, a ſtrong Combat is given, that he may over- 
come, and learn that Wiſdom is powerful over a!!l. In the mean- 
time, he that hears the Voice of the Lord, Return to your heart 
O ye Prevaricators, and finds ſo many obſcenitics in his inward 
Bed-chamber, he's very buſy in {earching every corner, and he- 
ing very curious, he ſeeks by wir paſſage all this filth flowed in, 
and 
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ad without any great difficulty the hole, yea the holes are 
manifeſt unto him. But neither is this conſideration cauſe of a 
Iittle grief unto him, when that through his own windows 
death is found to have entred. For that the curioſity of the 
eyes ſeems to have let in much filth, the itching of the ears 
much, and much alſo the pleaſure of Smelling, Taſting, and 
Touching. For as for ſpiritual vices, (of which are made men- 
tion above) he being carnal, hardly yet examines them as 
they are. Whence it comes to pals that he has leſs ſenſe, or 
none at all, of thoſe things which are more grievous; nor 
is he bitten ſo much with the remembrance of Pride and En- 
vy, as with the remembrance of certain flagitious and facino- 
rous acts. 


CH AP. VI. 


That to ſome it ſeems ealy for man's will to cbery 
the Divine Voice. © 


ſinned, Peace. And what is ſaid, is to this purpoſe. Now 

the ſink overflowing, fills the Houſe with an intolerable 
ſtench, and whilſt as yer the ordures are continually flow- 
ing in, in vain doeſt thou go about to pump them our, to do 
pennance whilſt thou doeſt not leave off ro fin.. For who can 
approve of their Faſts, who faſt for ſtrife and contention, and 
impiouſly ſmite with the fiſt, yea their own wills and plea- 
ſures are found in them ? Such is not the Faſt which I have 
choſen, ſays the Lord, ſa. 58. Shur the windows of death, 
ſtop up diligently all the holes and paſſages, and 16 at length 
no new ordure entring in, thou wilt be able ro purge out the 
old. And the poor ignorant man, unexperienced in fpiritual 
exerciſes, thinks what is now commanded is eaſily fulfil- 
led ; for what ſhould hinder me, ſays he, that I ſhould not be 
able to command the members of my own body ? Inſtantly 
then he lays a command of faſting upon his gluttonous appe- 
tite, forbids exceſs iu drinking, charges his ears. to be ſtopr 
againſt 


\ N D 1o again a Voice out of the Clouds ſaying, Thou haft 
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againſt hearing of blood, turns away his eyes leſt they ſhould; 
tee vanity ; he ſtretches out his hands not to covetouſneſs 
bur rather to giving of Aims : of which alſo perhaps he will 
require labour, prohibiting them theff, as it is written, He that 
fole, now let him net ſteal ; but rather labour with his hands that 
whzch 1s good, that he may have to give to him that 15 iu neceſſuy, 
Eph. 4 Bur whvlit he is thus promulgaring Laws, and pro- 
poling Decrees ro all his inembers, on rhe ſudden they inter- 
rupt his commanding Voice, and unanimouſly exclaim : Whence 
this new Religion ? You command to Jo 3s beft likes you. 
Bur rhere ſhall þe one found that will oppoſe yonr new De- 
crccs, that will contradict vour new Lows. But who's rhat, 
ſay you # And 'tis anſwered ; ro wit, fhe the Paralytick that lies 
lick at home, and is ſadly tormented, For ihe it is (if you have 
not forgotten) whom You have !ong fiince ordered. us to ſers ©, 
to wit, to obey her concupiſcences. Miſeroble creature, at this 
Voice he waxed pale, and with contution held his peace. For 
his Spirit was troubled at it. But the members of his body 
forthwith addrets themſelves to their unhappy Mittreſs, that 
they may accuſe their crue} Malter, and complain of his roo ſe- 
vere commands. Glutrony complains that ſhe's commanded the 
mean of a {pare dier, and prohibired the plezfare of turfeiring, 
and drunkennets, The cyrs complain a charge is !aid upon them 
ro weep, and all wanton looks toriidicn them. The ſeveral 
members going on in theſe and ſich 1;4e comp uints, the will is 
awakened, and vehemently eval; erited, cxelaims : what, is this 
a Dream or a Fable ther you 151 me? But then the rongue ha- 
Vit goreen 2 fir opportunity for Its Complaint : in very deed, 
fays it, fo it is 45S You, his o board, For 1 alfo am commanded tc 
abftain from fables and ts, und muſt nenceforth fpeats nothing 
bur what's {erious cad allo itely nECERATD. 
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CH AP. VII. 


How the will of man by Glutton on, Curioſity and Pride, 
and by all the ſenſes of the Body rebels againſt the 
Dime Voice. 


Bed , and forgetting «ell her iickneſs, comes forth with 

her hair about her ears, her garment rent, her breaſts 
naked, ſcratching her wounds, gnathing her teeth, and infecting 
the very air with her virulent breath. ' If there yet remain any 
thing of reaſon in the Sinner, how can he be but wholly con- 
founded at ſuch a ſad meeting and attack of the miſerable will 
as this > Whar, ſays ſhe, is this your Conjugal Faith and Fide- 
lity 2 do you chus compaſſionate my forrows 2? Is this your for- 
bearing to add grief to my wounds ? Perhaps it feemed to you, 
that ſomething of my too great Nowry was to be taken from 
me ; but this being taken away, what's left me? This is all you 
gave to me miferoble Paralytick, and you did once know how 
all irs Services were diltribured. But now if perhaps you have 
forgotten the triple malignity of this worlt of Diſeaſes of 
which I am fick, yet I have not forgotren it. For 1 am Vo- 
Jupruous, | am Curious, I am Ambitious, and by reaſon of theſe 
three Ulcers there is no ſoundneſs. in me, from the tole of my 
foot ro the crown of my bead. Therefore my jaws, and the 
obſcener parts of my body are depured to picature, ſeeing you 
will needs have me recount a!! particulars a new. T he w andring 
foot, and undiſciplin'd eye terve Curiotity. The cars and rongue 
are ar the beck of Vaniry, whilſt by the former the oil of Sin- 
ners makes far my head. and by the other I my telf ſupply, 
when they ſeem to have come ſhorr, or to have done too 1} irtle 
in my praiſes. For I am greatly delighted both to receive 
praiſes from orhers, and, as opportunity ſerves, to praiſe my 
{elf alto; ever defiri ng to be com! nendec and extolted by my 
own mouth; and” by the mouths of others. To which Ditezte 
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your wit or reaſon is wont eſpecially to adminiſter very much' 
matter or nouriture, Moreover, the hands which are free to 
be moved every way, theſe we do not depute. ro any ſpecial- 
work, but they exhibit a very diligent ſervice ; ſometimes to 
Vanity, ſometimes to Curioſity, and other whiles to Pleaſure. 
All which things being -ſo'.diſpoſed, none- of them could ever 
yer in any one thing tully fatisfy me; becauſe the eye is not 
fatisfied with ſeeing, nor the ear filled with hearing ; and I wiſte 
fſametimes, when-I am beholding ſomething that likes me, that 
my whole body were made an eye ; or when I am at mear, 
that all my members were turned into jaws. And do you now 
attempt to take from me this little comfort, which I in a man- 
ner beg ? Thus ſhe. And with indignation and fury going away, 
I am in poſlefſion, faid ſhe, and Jong, long will I hold it. 


CHAT. I 


How the reaſonable part of the Sout being now vexed 
and afflifted, is convinced of the vainly preſumed 
facility, and confounded. at the difficulty of this 


matier, 


< now meer vexation gives underſtanding to reaſon ; now 

J 2 length the difficulty of this buſineſs is in ſome meaſure 
made known, now the preſumed facility-is vaniſhed. For it 

ſees the memory is full of unclean filth, and ir ſees other and 
other ordures in great abundance flowing in; it ſees the win- 
dows which are open to death can by no means be ſhur, and that 
the over-ruling languid will ſtill commands all, notwithitand- 
ing all-the putrid corruption did flow out of her Ufſcers. In 
fine, the Soul ſees it ſelf defiled, and this not by another, but 
by its own body, nor from any other than it felf. Bur as there 
is ſomething of the Soul, ro wit, the memory which is infect- 
ed, ſo the will is that which infets. Finally, the whole Soul 
is nothing elſe bur Reaſon, Memory and Will. Bur now even 
Reaſon alſo is found defective, and in a certain manner blind, 
for 
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for that it has not all this while ſeen theſe things, and abſolute- 
ly infirm ; for that when the matter was diſcovered, it could nor 
prevail to remper and reduce all to order; the Memory moit 
foul and noyſom, the Will languid, all over full of horrid Ul- 
cers. And leaſt of all the things appertaining to a man, there 
ſhould remain ſomething untouch'd ; even the Body is become 
rebellious, and all the members ſo many windows, by which 
death enters into the Soul, and without ceaſing the confuſion 
encreaſes more an1 more, 


CHA'P. X. 
A comfortable Reſpiration to the poor in Spirit. 


| T every Soul! cherefore which is: ſach an one, hear the 
Divine Voice, and ler hear her it with aſtoniſhment and ad- 
miration,ſaying ; Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit becanſe theirs 
is the Kirgaom of Heaven, Who more poor in Spirit than he, 
who in all his Spirit finds no reſt, finds not where he may lay 
his head ? And this is the counſel of Piety, that he who is dif- 
pleaſed with himſelf, ſhould be pleaſing to God : and that he 
who hates his own Houſe, ta wit, an Houſe full of -ftlth ard in- 
felicity, ſhould be invited ro an Houſe of Glory ; an Houſe not 
made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. And no wonder if 
he tremb]-s at the greatneſs of this condeſcention, if he has 
difficulty to believe this report, if with great aſtoniſhment he 
admire, and ſay ; Has then miſery made man happy ? But who- 
ſyzever thou art that art ſuch an one, be not diffident ; not 
Miſery, but Mercy makes happy ; bur Mercies proper ſeat is 
Miſery; that Humiliation-may paſs into Humility, Neceſſity into 
Vertue. Thou wilt ſegregate, O God, ſays he, a voluntary rain 
for thine inheritance, and it became infirm, but thou haſt per- 
feted it. A profitable infirmity indeed, which ſeeks after the 
hand of the Phyſitian, and to his health does he fail in himſelf, 
whom God perfecterh, 
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CHAP, XI, 


That he cannot hope for the Kingdom of God, in twhofe 
fleſh Sin does ſtill reign. 


without the firſt fruits of the Kingdom, nor car the 

Heavenly Kingdom be hoped for by him, to whom as yer 
is nor given even to reign over his own Body : the Voice fol- 
lows, ſaying, Bleſſed are the meek , becauſe they ſhall inherit the 
Earth. As if he ſhould ſay more plainly; Mitigate the tierce mo- 
tions of thy Will, and rake heed to tame the cruel! Beaſt, Thou 
art tied, cndcavour to unlooſe what thou art not able to break, 
Thy Eve is thy life ; by uſing violence, or by offending her in 
thar manner thou wilt never be able ro prevail with her.- And 
without delay , the penitent Sinner raking courage at theſe 
words, although with a great deaf of confuſion, he makes ac- 
ceſs and endeavors to appeaſe the enraged viper. He accuſes 
the allurements of a carnal life, and the comforts of worldly 
dailiances, as ſmall and unworthy ; and moreover, very ſhorr, 
and yery pernicious to their lovers. 


Bi becauſe there is no way to the Kingdom of God 
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CH AP. XII. 


The de/ives of Gluttony, and Luſt, and other Vanities, 
what they will end in, 


Oreover he added, and do thou alſo confeſs as muck 
| ro thy naughry and unprofitable Servant, Nor canft 

thou deny thar with all their ſervices they never were 
able at any time in the leatt to fatisty rhee. The pleaſure of the 
Throat, which in theſe days is fo much ſer by, has hardly the 
bredth of two fingers; and fo ſmall a delighr of ſo lirtle a part, 
with how great folicitude is it procured, and then how great a 
trouble does it cauſe + Hereby the moilt Reins are monltroufly: 
dilated, the ſwelled Belly is not ſo much made fat, as it is im- 
pregnated, made big with ruine and perdition ; and whilſt the 
Bones are not able to ſuitain the burden of the fleſh, are bred 
alſo divers Diſeaſes. So alſo the Quagmire of enticing Luſt, 
with what labour and lofſes ſometimes. of Name and Honour, 
and with danger even of Life it ſelf, is it obrained , how does 
its ſulphuceous vapour, burning for a ſpurt, gall with pricking- 
£548 its raging-mad Votaries; and like a ſwarm of Bees, when 
ir ſhall have voiced its miſchieyoully grateful honey , how does 
it infix in their wourded hearrs roo too tenacious a bite ? whoſe 
Appetite is known to Þe accompanied with anxiety and mad- 
nels, its Act with abommartion and ignimony, and its End with 
repentance and thame., Then as for vain Sights and Shows, 7 
a&k what th: F1 orofir the boc lv, or wherein they ſeem to avail 


the mind ? Alturedly you W il! fi d nothing in man to which Cu- 
CIOHTY 1s od ble, A frivol-us, vain, and trivial ſolace ; nor 
know i how 19 7. him 4 greater Curie, who tiying the peace 


of a pleating quict, is delighted with a curious rettleſheſs, that 
1e may always want fomething that he may ſeek for. And 
- even from hence ir 1s manitelf, thar in all theſe things there is 
10 content, whoſe very pathing is the only thing that delights 
1s, Then, as for rhe vanity of vanities, Vain-giory, how that 

b -- 
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It is nothing, 'tis manifeſt our of its very name. Vain therefore 
muſt needs be that labour which is ſpent in the purſtit of Va- 
nity. O Glory, Glory, (faid a Wiſe man) in the thouſands of 
Morta!s, thou art nothing elſe but a vain inflation of the ears ; 
and yer notwithſtanding, how great an infelicity think'ſt thou, 
does this very, not ſo much happy Vanity, as vain Felicity, 
breed ? For from hence proceeds blindneſs of heart, as it is 
written; O my people, they that call thee Bleſſed, draw thee 
into error, Hence Animoſity, a ſtiff-necked Fury, hence the 
anxious unquiet of Suſpition, hence the cruel rorment of Spite, 
and miſerable racking of trembling Envy ; henee an infatiable 
love of Riches, which do far more torture the mind with their 
deſire, than they recreate it with their enjoyment ; for that 
the getting of rhem is found to be full of labour, the poſlef- 
fion of them full of fear, and the loſs of them full of grief. 
Finally, where rhere are much Riches, there are many alfo'who 
devour them : and indeed the uſe of Riches is with others, on- 
ly the name of them, and the ſolicicude remains to the Rich. 
And in all theſe matters, tor ſuch little _— or rather not ſo 
much little, things, as indeed nothings, to ſer light by that Glory 
which neither eye has ſeen, nor ear heard, nor has it entred into the 
heart of man, that God has prepared for thoſe that love him ; does 
not ſeem fo much to proceed -from fooliſhneſs, as from in- 
fidelity. 
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CHAP. XIII 
Of the Sluvery of Vicer. 


N D deſervedly does this wicked World, with its vain 

promiſes, delude Souls, which forgetring their own pro- 

per nobility and condition, are not aſhamed to be ſub- 
jected to Hogs in their miniſtery and ſervice, and to be affo- 
ciated to them in rheir appetites and deſires; and yet after all, 
not to be able co ſariate enatiives with their unhappy food. 
For whence .$ this ſo great puſillanimity, and ſo miſerable ab- 
jection; that an eminently noble Creature, capable of eternal 
Bearirude, and of the Clory of the great God, to wit, by whoſe 
Inipiration it was made, with whoſe Image it was ſtamped, with 
whole Biood it was redeemed, by whoſe Spirit adopted, and 
with whole Faith ic was endowed, ſhould not bluſh to be en- 
ſlaved under rhe rottenneſs of corporea! Senſes 2 Deſervedly 
are they unable ro overtake ſuch Lovers, who fortake tuch a 
Spouſe ts follow after them, Deſervedly did he hunger after 
husks, and could nor get them, who chole rather to feed Hogs, 
thon ro be fatiated with rhe dainties of his Father's Table. A 
mad labour it is to feed the barren, which brings torta no fruit, 
and to refuſe ro do good to the poor Widow : ito omit the care 
of the Sou), and with cager defire to tuke care of the Body : 
to cheriſh and make far the putrid Carcaſs, which we doubt 
not ſhall a little afrer be the food of worms, For to ſerve 
AMammon, and be avaririous, (which is the worſhip of Idols,)} 
or to follow after vanity, who doubts but theſe are evident 
marks of a Soul wholly degenerated ? 
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CHAP, NIV. 


O/ the mifachity of Riches, and nncertniity 
_ of Death 

PU UT let ir be granted, that the things which the 

World ſeems to give irs Lovers, are both Grear and Ho- 

nourable z yer cvery one knows they are unfiithful and 
uncertain ; for their {hortncts 1s certain, and the end of their 
very thortnels uncertuin ; they often forſake us whillt we live, 
and we muſt always leave them when we die. Amongtt all 
r::1:ngs that happen to ten, what is more certain than Death ? 
and what more anccrrain than the hour of death? Dearth has 
no compation for Poverty, nor no regard for Riches ; it ſpares 
0 body, neither for their Extraction, nor their Manners, nor 
for their Age neither ; only with this difference, it ſtands art 
the doors of Aged perſons, and lies in ambuſh for thoſe that 
are Young. Unhappy therefore he, who contiding in the dark- 
nels and ſlipperincis of his life, takes a great deal of loſt labour, 
never adverting thar whur he Jabours for, is a mecr vapour 
tar ſtrait diſappears, voity of vanities, O thou that art am- 
bitions, hait thou ar /cnutlt got the Dignuy thou haſt been long 
gaping after? Keep what thou hait. Ard thou lover of 
Moncy, hait thou filled thy Colters ? have a care thou be'ſt rot 
rov'd. Has thy Field brought a picnriful Crop ? Pull down thy 
Barns chat thou maiſt build greatcr ; rura all things topſy-turvy, 
liv unto thy Soul, Sz, rhou h.ift many Goras laid up in ſtre 
for mary yeors. Bur there thall be one that will ſay ; Fool, rhis 


night ſha! they FC it Pr thr Sou! of th, CE-'2 bat thoſe things rhon 


haſt gotten, whoſe tut they be *? 


CHAT XY; 


That the IVorks who h < 8 do In! 1986, Ave as if Were 


Seeds of Eternal Reward 


N D wonid to God the things that were gathered to- 

gether only did perith, 4nd nor, which is far worte, that 

their Gathere) «10 peril, alſo. For it were more to- 
lerable to fubour lolt lab: our, than ſuch labour as will ruine us 


But wow tie n "ages of fr is acath ; aiid be who /owe: 1/1 the feſt, 
ſra:l of the - fleſls FOAp COTTHPE LOG, os our works do rot baſs 
as they ſecm to do, but al] Tempe ral works are ſown as fceds 


of Freznity. The Foo! ſhall be amazed, v wh >n he ſhall fee our 
of this {mall feed ro rife v p 2 plent ful! Harveſt, whether good 
or bad, according t9 the ditierent quality of what was ſown. 
He that conſiders this, deems no ſin to be ſmall, for th ar hi 
rather Tcgards the furure Har veſt, than the preſent Seed-time. 
Men therefore ſow when rhey know not what they do, and 
when they hide Mylteries of Iniquity , when they conceal 
Covricls of Vanity, when in darknets they crariact Works 
of Darknels 
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CHAP. AVE 


That i! is impoſlible for ham that ſms, (oy to hide 
hixlelf, as not to be [-43: 


it be; nv man ſees thee ; yet notwithſtanding ſumebody ſees 

thee. Thy bad Angel fees thee ; thy good Angel fees thee, 
and one that is greater than both bad and good Angels; God fees 
thee, the Accuſcr tees rhee, a multitude of Witnefles fee thee, 
yea the very Judg himſelf, before whoſe Tribunal thou muſt one 
day ſtand, ſces thee; in whoſe ſight to do amis, is as mad,as It is 
dreadful to fall into the hands of the Livins God.” Be nor ſe- 
cure, ambuſhes lic ſecretly hid, which thou canſt nor hide 
thy ſelf from ambuſhes I tay lic hid, which as rhou can{t nor ſee, 
{5 thou canſt not be ſeen by them, Hear the naked truth,he who 
planred the Ear, and he who made rhe Eye, he looks upon thee. 
The rayes of that Sun are nor kept out by an heap of ſtones, 
which himſelf created , not even the very wal! of this our 
body can exclude his profpect of the very truth. All things 
lic open to his {:ghr, it is more piercing than a two-edged 
Sword. Moreover he not only ſees, bur allo diſtinctly diſcerns 
che ways of our thoughts and inmoit affections. Finally, if he 
4id nor ſee more clearly than man himſelf, the very bottom of 
mans heart, and whatſoever lies hid in it, one thar were con- 
{-10us to himſelf of nothing, would not no'v ſo greatly fear 
the ientence of his Lord that is to judg him. To 22, lays he, 
1t 15 the laſt of all that I ſhould be judged by yor, or by man's das, 
but neither do I judg my ſelf, for 1 am guilty of nothing as far as 
1 know wy fell, but for all thi: I am not juſtifi:a4 ; bur he who 
144ges me 1s the Lord, 1 Cor. 4. v. 3, 4. If by the interjectior 
of a wall, or by ſome counterfeit prerexc, thou glorieſt that 
thou ſhalt be able to cheat the judginents of men, affure 
thy {elf, true crimes ſhall-never eſcape his norice, who is wont 
to accute us even of falſe ones. If thou dorit 1» greatly dread 
thy Neighbours being conſcivus to thy lite, whu perhaps does 


I Have Walls, fays he, round about me, who ſees me? Let 


no 


( 21) 
no leſs fear thy being conſcious to his ; much leſs oughteſt thou 
to contema their knowledg, to whom iniquity 1s more odious, 
and corruption far more execrable. If finally thou doeſt not 
fear God, and revereſt only the fighr of men, remember the 
man Chrijt cannot be ignorant of the deeds of mes; and what 
thou wouldit not dare to atrempt in my prelence, much leſs 
dare to attempr in his: and whar thou wovldit not think.law- 
ful, nay even would nor pleaſe thee ty preſuine to do 1n the 
ſight of thy fellow-ſfervant, abhor to have fo much as a thought 
of ir, thy Lord looking upon thee. Or if thou wilt needs ſtand 
in more awe of an eye of Fleſh, than of that Sword which is 
to devour Fleſh, even that very fear which thou feareſt ſhal} 
happen unto thee, and what thou dreadeſt ſhall come to pals. 
Nothing is hid which ſha!l not be revealed, or ſecret which ſhall 
not be known. Works of darknefs being brought forth into 
the light, ſhall be condemned by the light : not only the abo- 
minable lecrets of obicenities, but alſo the unjuit bargains of 
the ſellers oft the Holy Sacraments, and the fraudulent ſighs of 
Deceivers and ſubverters of Judgment; he who knew al] things, 
ſhall make rhete things known to all: when that Searcher of 
the heart and reins ſhall begin ro ſearch fer»{i/em with Candels, 


C H A P. XVII. 


Ifhat we may jude will berome of thole who 
1y judg c 
true wickedly. 


Hat therefore ſhall they then do, or rather vvhat ſt all 

they then ſuffer vvho have committed vvickeenelts, 

vvhen they ſhall hear: Ger ye into eternal tire, you 

vvho have done no vyorks of Piety ? For hovy ſhall he be 
admitted to the Marriage-Feaſt, vvho neither girt up iis loins 
that he might abitain from evil, nor hcld a light im his hand thar 
he might do good : vvhen neirher the integrity of Virginity, 
nor the clarity of Lamps ſhal! be able ro excuſe the bare v vant 
of Oi] ? Or vvhat torment moy vye vvell believe dovs rxpect 
thote 


$$» 


thoſe vvho in this life'do not only bad things, but perhaps the 
very vvorſt of things; if they vvho here received good things 
are to to ke rormented, that in the midit of ſcorching flames 
thev ſhal! not be ble ro obrain the Yeaſt drop of cold vvarer to 
refrigerate their burning tongues ? Let us therefore have a care 
vve do no bad things, nor freely offend vvithin the Church, out 
of a confidence of being included in the ner : knovving this, 
ihat nor all- men vyhom the net ſhall dravy, ſhall the vellicls of 
the Fiſhermen receive, bur it ſhall happen vvhen they ſhall be 
come to {hore, they ſhall pick out the good into their vellcls; 
but the bud they ſhall caſt avvay. Nor yet Jet us be content 
with this oirding of our loins, bor ler us altb light our Lamps, 
and fervorouſly work thar which 1s good; remembring thar 
every tree, not only which ſhall have brought bad fruir, but 
alſo which ſhall not have brought good fruit, ſhall be cut down, 
and thrown into the fire, to wit, into that ctern2] fire which 
is prepared for the Devi] and nm Angels. Let us fo abſtain 
trom evil that we allo do good ; let us ſeek Peace, and not 
Glory. For that is Gods, and he will not give it ro another; 
Aly Glory ( ſays he) 7 will not give to ancther, [fa. 42. Ard 
rhe man after God's hear, ſaid ; Not mito ws, O Lovu, net ws 
us, but to thy Name give the Glory, Hal. 123. Let us remember 
alto rhe Sc ripture, which fays ; // thou riyhtly eters, and aveſt 
not divide rig't'y, then haſt /inne Y (zen, 4. Brethren, the di- 
vilion we have made 1s right and juſt, let no body tind taulr 
with ir. But if perhaps ſomchody may be lets pleated with it, 
'&t him know that it Is not ours, but the Angels. For the An- 
cls firſt ſung, Glory Ge ro God on High, and pon earth _ ts 
264 of good will, |,uke 2. Let us theretore ke ep Oil in our 
\* "eflele, leſt perhaps (which God forbid) knockirg in vain at 
© W edding- Gates, now {ÞEut, we chance tro hear a fad word, 
rhe Bridegroom anſive ring us from within; I know you nor. 
SU! notwithſtanding Death lies ror only re car 1mpicty, unfruit- 
riireks, and venity, but alio neer the entrance of even pleaſure, 
\horefore we have need of fortitude againſt the tempration's 
of fn. that being firong in Faith we may refit the roaring 
1:60, and with this Bnckler manfully repel his fiery darts. We 
have need of Juſtice, that we may work thar which js good. 
Wo have nced of Prudence, leſt with the fooliſh Virgins we 
be rejected, Finally we have need of Temperance, Icit indu}- 


ging 
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gitig to ſenſuality, we one day hear what that miſ*rable Epi- 
cure, when he cried for mercy, after all his Junkers and fine 
Clothes, heard, Remember, Son, that thor: receivedjt good things 
in thy life, and Lazarus evil things ;, Fat woiv he is comforted, iid 
rhou art tormented, Luk. 16. ver. 25. In good deed Cod is rer- 
rible in his Coun!e!s about the Sons of men, But if he be 
rerrible, he is allo found merciful, whitit he does not hide from 
vs the form of rhe Judzment that is to be hereatter. For rie 
Sor which ſhail have france, that fſhail ate ; and the 67 antth W21C74 
{all kave born no jiuit, fall be cut off, Ezek. 18.v..4. The 
Virgin which thell have wanted Oil, ſhall be excluded the 
Marriage-Feaſt ; and he who ſhall have received gyud things 
in this life, ſhall be tormented in the other, Pur if perhaps at 
happen thar in ſome one ali theſe fuur things cogether bt 
found, fuch an eltare is in the highett degree deiperate 
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CHEAT AVH 


That the Spirit being enclined to good, the Flek 
rc/aſts ') 


Heſe things rhen, and fiich like things as theſe, Reaſon 

interiorly ſuggeſts unto the Will, and this fo much more 

copiouſly,by how much more pertectly :r is initructed by 
the illumination of the Holy Ghoit. And happy they indeed, 
whoſe Wills fo vielded und acquiciced in Reaſon's Council, that 
conceiving from fear, were afterwards cheriſhed by the Celeltial 
Promiſes, and in fine, broughggforth the Spirit of Salvatiov. 
Bur perhaps the wil] ſhall be fonnd rcbeilious and obitinare, and 
nor only imparicnt of admonitions, bur even worſe fur them, 
harder for thicats, and mare embiitered by all rhe kind of che- 
riſhings you can uſe, Nay, perhaps ſhe will be found not only 
nothing moved by the ſuggeſtions of reaton, but perhaps being 
pur into a ftrange fury, may anſwer, frying ; How long do I 
endure 40 hear you prattie? your Freaci 1 Concerns not me 
[ tn gw rhat Val art crafty, but your crett has no place in mc 


And 
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And perhaps calling to her all the parts of the Body, ſhe com- 
mands them more than uſually ro obey her wonted Concu- 
piſcences, and to ſerve her accuſtomed Wickedneſſes. Hence, 
ro wit, is that which we learn by daily experiences, that they 
who are deliberating to be converted, are more ſmartly temp- 
red by the concupiſcence of the fleſh; and they are urged more 
grievouſly in works of dirt and brick, who ſtrive to get out of 
Exyp!, and to rid themſelves of the Tyrannical. Empire of. 
Pharaoh. 


CH AP. XDs. 


That we muſt Mourn, and after Mourring 
be Comforted. 


uUT Iwculd to God that he who is ſuch an one would 

forbear finning, and have a care of that terrible deprit, 

of which it is written s The profaze man, when he ſhall 
have come into the depth of evils, contemns, Prov. 18. For 
truly he is cured by a very ſtrong Porion, and will eafily be cn- 
dangered, unleſs with great folicitade he ſtudy to obey the 
counſels of his Phyſitian, and to obferve his Precepts. His 
rentation 1s vehement, and almoſt deſperate, unicis he gather 
rogether his whole force, and convert his whole affection to 
take compaſſion on his Soul, which he ſees to be ſo piteoully 
miſerable, and hear the Voice which ſays; Bleſſed are thoſe 
that monrn, for they forall be comforted, Mat. .v. 4. Let him 
mourn abundantly, becauſe the.time of Mourning is come, and 
theſe things are ſuffcient ro Mloſve him into continual tears. 
Ler him mourn, but not without an attection of Piety, and 
hope of being comforted. Let him conſider thar no reſt is to 
be found in himſe!t, bur all full of milerv and deſolation. Ler 
him conſider thar there is no good rhing in his fleſh, but that 
allo in the wicked World there 1s nothing bur vanity and at- 
fiction of Spirir. Ler him conſider, rhat neither within him, 
nor beneath him, nor round about 33m, is any confolation ro be 


me! 
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met with ; but at leaſt at length ler him learn rhar jr is to be 
ſought for above, and to be hoped for from above, In. the 
mean time let him mourn, lamenting with grict; ler his cycs 
run ftreams of tears, and let not his eye-lids reſt. For the dim 
eye is purged wirh tears, and the fight is ſharpned, to be able 
[© look upon the clarity of the brighteſt lighr. 


CH AT IN 
fHOFT [fy ( 631/01 12611 We Avrefto Ie! ow {- [es [0 
Contemplite Heawventy thine, 
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Rom this tine let him peep {nrough the ho'e, et him 196k 
"1 through the lattice, let him follow with his eye the com: 
fortable ray, and as a diligent imirator of the wite men, 
with light let hin teek light, For he thall tind rh< place of the 
admirable Tabernacle, wire man eats the bread of Angels, he 


{hall find che Parudite of Plcafure, ovr Lord's Plantation ; he 
ſhall find the pleatint and flouriſhing Garden, he ſhall find the 


ſeat of Refreihment, and fhatl fay; O it that miferable Wil 
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would but hcar my voice, that entring 1 ſhe might fee good 
things, and vir that ptace. For here the ſhaj! ond abmndant 
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ret, and fh:1! alto 16 much the lets d iqniet me, as her icit fhaſji 
be quiered. For he 1s no hier who has faid ; Toke my 1oke npor 
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mite ler hun l} eak to her now exatperated ver? lo HgtY, an: 


iimulatins a ccrian checriuineſs, convening her in the {pirit of 

meekncls, jt im fay to her; Let thy indignation who!ty 

ceaſe. I am ror one that can ottend thee, my body 1 

| my ſelf am thine; thou needit not fear, there is r0 caute 

thou ſhonidlt be afraid. Nor tis ittrange it perhaps ſhe as 
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chat many thovghts five le him mad : bnr let him bear ; 
patientiv. and  diflemble what he is a <«o12z of, wiilit amidit 
1courte, bringing in once thing after anviter, he may at lenurh 
opportune: y inter, anc fav ; 1have foruat u very fine Gorden 
' * © 
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co day, and a moſt pleaſant plece, it would be good for us to 
be there; for it muſt needs do thee hurt to toſs and turn, to 
be compunct with fad grief of heart in this thy Bed of fſick- 
neſs, in this Couch of worrow. Our Lord will be preſent to him 
that ſeeks him, to the {0ul thar hopes in him ; he will hear his 
humble ſupplications, and wil! give efficacy to his words. The 
Will hall be moved nor only to detfire to. {ce the place, but allo 
by little and little to enter into it, and to make its abude there, 
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Se rH A FP RRYT. 


That ihe Joi! orght to take UP 1s If in this, 
Contem Pl u10n. 


k UT you muſt noc think that this Paradite vi ivrernal Plea 
B ſure is a corporeal place. We go into this Garden not by 
our fect, but by our affections. Nor is.here recommen- 

ded to thee a plenty of carthly Trees, bur a pleafanc and: lovely 
Plantation of Spiritual Vertues, Tis an encloſed Cardei:, where 
2 ſealed Fountain 3s derived into four Heads, and out of one o0n- 
ly vein of Witdom durs a quadrupaortite Vertue proceed. Faiz 
white Lillies alſo flourith there, «rd when the Flowers appear 
the Voice of the Turtic too ts heard. There Spikenard tends 
forth a moſt fragrant odour, and other Spices to exhale their 
Perfimes. Ihe Southern Air breaths gently there, but Nor- 
thern Blaſts are quite baniſhed thence. In the middle ſrands rhe 
Tree of Life, that Apple-tree of the Canricles, better thvin all 
the Trees of the Woods, whoſe ſhadow refrigerates the Spouſe, 
and whoſe Fruit is {weer unto her Palat. There the nirid Juſter 
of Continency, and the intuition of the plain tincere Truth ir-- 
radiatcs the eycs of the heart ; and the ſweet Voice of the in- 
terior Comforter gives joy and gladneſs to the hearing. There 
by certain noſtrils of hope is drawn in the moſt pleaſant odour 
of the plentiful Field, which our Lord has bleſſed. There 
greedily are forctaſted the incomparable delights of Charity, 
2nd the Briers and Thorns being cut up which formerly galled 
the 
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the mind, now ſuperfaſed with the UnCtion of Mercy, it hap- 
pily reſts in a good Conſcience, Which things in good {ooth 
are not the rewards of Eternal Life, but the wages of this 
Temporal Wartare ; nor do they belong to the Promiſes of the 
future Church, but of that which now is; for this is that hun- 
dred-told which in this World is given to the Contemners 0! 
this World. Nor muſt thou hope that this is to be made com- 
mendable to thee by my ſpeech, *tis the Spirit alone which re- 
veals it : 1n vain doelt tou confulr Books, ſeek rather Experi- 
ence, Tis a Wildom whoſe value man knows nor, it is learnt in 
ſecret : nor is that delicious tweetneſs to be found in the Land 
of thote that live deliciouſly : For it is the ſweernefs of ou: 
Lord ; unleſs thou taſte it, thou ſhalt never ſee it. 7.fe, favs he, 
and ſee how that our Lord 1s ſweer, Pfal, 13. Tis an hidden 17.4 
24, tis a new Name, which no body knows bur he thar receis es” 
ir. Ner Learning, but the Unction teaches it ; nor does Science, 
but Conlcience comprehend it, Tis an holy thing, 'tis a Jewel ; 
nor will he who began to do and to teach, do that himfe!lf which 
he forbids vs to do. For he does not look vpon them as dogs, 
or hogs, whom renouncing their former Wickedneſles and Vil- 
lanies, he comforts by his Apoſtle, ſaying ; Ye were inaced theſe 
things, but ye are waſhed, bur ye are ſanttified, 1 Cor. 6. ver. 11, 
only have a care that YOu dG not return with the Dog to hts 
vomit, nor with thi Sew that was wajned, to her watlowns in 
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Rice, becariſe thei futl be {atizted, Mat = V. 6, A prot 
Counce ] this indeed, and an incftimable Sacrament, A fuithix. 
{av in; £, and worthy of ll accepration, Which is come to us from 
Heaven, from the Kova Scats, There-was miade a great F'a- 
11nc on earth, and we all! bean to bc in Want, Voda, were oven 
come to Extreme penury. In tine, we were compared to the 
Beaſts withour onderitarnding, and were rude like unto 
them ; we mnfatiably hang ver after even. the very husks of 
Hogs. He who loves Mone Y, is not fatiuted ; he who loves 
Loi toathols; 1s not fatiared ; he who feek Glory, is not "3 
Tired, In a word, he who loves the World, is never fatiated. 
| have known men why were fſutiated- with this World, and 
that even navſeared every me mory of 17. I have known thole 
who were fatiated with Money, and firiated with Honours, fa- 
tiated with the plcaſures and curiotitiecs of this World ; nor 
moderately fatiared neither, but even unto loathing of _—_ 
And it is eaſy fur every one of us, through the Grace of G 
to obtain this i{aticty or fulneſs , tor abundance does not breed 
it, but contempr. So ye children of: Adam, «4 greedily teed- 
ng upon the food of Swine, ve Uo not fee d) V. 'r hangry Souls, 
but the hunger of your Souls. bor by th nd of food your 
necdy appetite is only nouriſhed, with this umarura] meat your 
hunger caly is fed... And to ſpear out, txing for £xample one 
# rho many things which human vanity covers and detires, 
| lay : 
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i tay ; Mens bodies ſhall as foon be fatiated with Air, as their 
hearts ſhall be fatiated with Gold. Nor ler the Cuverous man 
take this ill ; I fay the ſame concerning the Ambitions,the Luvu- 
rious, and other vicious Perſons, And if peritaps any one does 
not believe mr, ter him 1 edit his own experience, and che ex- 
perie nce of many. Why 18 there amonglt you, Brethren, thar 
would glaily be fariated, and have his defire filled ?. Ler him 
begin to hunger afcer Juſtice, and he cannor hut be farished. 
Let him detire that Bread of which there is fuch plenty in his 
Fathers Houſe, and he hall find himtclf inttantly ro loath the 
husks cf Hogs. Let him ſhady but even a little to experiment 
the ſayour of Juitice, that hereby he may defire- wr more and 
nivre, as It 1s Written ; 4c that eats me, fhail ſe:/t have himger ; 
he that arings me, ſoxll 5:11 have torrst, Ececi. 24. For chis more 
ratural delire, and more allied ro rhe Spirit, lors more vehe-- 

mently occupy rhe heart of ran, and more powertfutty expel 
our of ir all orher defires, So, to wit, the ſtrong man armed, is 
overcome by one ttronger than he ; {5 one nail is wont ro be 
driven out by another. Blefled rheret ure are they who hunger 
and thurſt after Juttice, becauſe they theil be fattared. No m- 
deed with that fulneſs with which no man fhal} be fativrod, and 
live, but with a!l other rhings which formerly were unfaciably 
dctired : that henceforth the W1l! ceafipg to vindicar: che t dy 
to her tc!f to ſerve her tormer concupiſcences, may wholly 1b. 
mit it to reaton, and her elf rather urge it to ferve ſuſtice vn- 

to Sanctification, nor with (ef zeal than formerly fhe made ir 
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CTHAP. XXII. 


Th.it Sins that hite been pun ed, and are not 
reiterated, cannot birt us 


UT now the Will being changed, and the Body brought 
into ſervitude, and fo the Fountain being 1 tome 1nea- 
ſure dried up, and the inlet ttopt, chere remains yet a 
third and an harder thing to be done, to wit, the purging of 
the Memory, and emptying of the Sink, For how thall my lite 
be got out of my memory ? A vile and thin membrane has 
wholly imbib'd @ ſtrong ink, and by what art tha!l it be blotted 
out? For it has not only dyed the upper {uperhcies, but has 
penetratively tunk into it all. In vain ſhould I labour to 
icratch 'it out, the Paper would be ſyoner cut in pieces, than 
the fad Charadters would be expung'd. For perhaps oblivion 
might be able to deſtroy my very Memory, to wir, that loſing 
my ſenſes, I might not remember whac Sins I bave committed. 
Bur that my memory ihovld remain entire, and yet the ſpors of 
it ſhould be done out, what Rafor could cttect it 2 Nothing can 
do it but the Uving and efficacious Word, more perctrating 
than any two-edged Sword : Thy {ins are forgiven thee, Mat 2, 
. 5. Let che Phariſee grumble; and ſay ; Who can forgove jr 
bar God only # For he who ſpeaks that to me, is God ; and he 
ſh2il not be efteemed another trom him, who has invented eve- 
ry way of diſcipline, and has given it to faces his chiid, and 10 
[{rael his beloved one: Beſides this, be was ſeen in onr earts 6 
and he converſed with men, Bar. 3. His pardon blots out fin, n» 
indeed thar it ſhould nor at all abide in the memory, bu 
thar what formerly was wont both to be in the memory, ard 
ro infect ir, may hereafter be ſo in the memory, 2s it ſhall by 
ao means diſcoiour or ſtain it. For we remember mary (15 
which we know to have been committed by our 1cives, os 
vihers; but our own fins only dehle us, others do not hurt us, 
And why this, but becauſe we are ſingularly aſhamed of theſe, 


and 
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and theſe we fear ſhall cngulatly be imputed to 1s? Take away 
Damnarion, take away Fear, take away Confuſion, all which a 
full Pardon abſolutely takes away ; and they ſha!) not only nor 
hurt us, bur ſha!l alſo cooperate to our good, to make us de- 
voutly return thanks to him who has pardoned them, 


CHAF. XA 
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UT now to him making pp! cation tor remiſſion, it 18 
congruoutly anfwered ; on [/. A are the mercial, fo tie) 
: ſrall ovtam mercy, Mat. 5 . Have pirrv therefore on thy 
Soul, who wouldit have God h ave picty uj.on thee. Wath thy 
Bed cvery night, remember to water thy Couch with thy tears. 
Ir thou haſt compaſſion on thy ſelf, if thou labourcſt in the 
2roans of repentance, (which is the firſt degree of mercy,) thou 
ſhate aflured!'y obtain inercy. Bur if perhaps thou hait been a 
great and manito'd Sinner, and feeks great mercy, and a mul 
titude of mierations, do rhou allo ftrive to Magn 64 and to 
multiply thy mercy, bc reconciled unto thy ſelf; for thou waſt 
o_ grievous to thy ic'f, becauſe rhou watt _ contrary to 
10d, "And his pec CE] being reſtored 1n thy own Houle, 1t is ne- 
_ hen that it be dil ated tyuwards thy Neighbours, that laſt 
of all thy Beloved -moy Kits thee with che Kits of {1 mouth ; 
and as it is written ; Þ ing reconciled, Om ma it have peace 
mn wy Gol, Rom. 5. Forg:ve thoſe who have ſinned against thee, 
and it ſhall be ' fof Tiven thee what thou h x 1 ſinned, Mat. 6. v. 1 
Dy hi Iſt with a ſecure Conſcience thou ſhalt Dray to thy Father, 
and 1ay ; Forgive us our debts, as we alſo forgive (tr debtors, v.12. 
If perhaps thou haſt defrauded any one, re! itore, if not doub! Y, 
«t leaſt timiply ; what is over and above , Zive to the Poor, and 
ſhewing mercy, thou ſhalt obtain mercy. /f thy fins ſhall be as 
Scarlet, they ſhall be made white as Snow ; and if they be red as 
Vermilion, they ſhall be white as Wooll, la. 2. That thou mailt 
not be confounded for all thy inventions by which thou hai 
preva- 


(32) | 
prevaricared, and jn which thou now bluſheſt ; give Alms, if 
thon ©. not of carthly ſubitance, of a good will, and all 
thine fhall be clean, not on!y thy Reaſon ſhall be enlightned, 
and Wnt corrected, but alto thy very Memory ſhall be clean , 
tht hencetorch {hog matlt be called ro our Lord, and maiſt 
iicar the Voice of him [aying 3 Blellcd are they whoſe hear: + 
2re Clean 
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T'i.1t the Heart (5 to be clearied ih ut Cod mm M4 
be ice I, 


Lefſed are the cleay, of heart, becauſe they /:4!! fee G Fl 

Mar. F- V. 8. It 1sa great } romile, Brethren. ind Worthy 
y to be attected with all ovr defires, For this vition is our 
confirmation ; as St. 747 the Apoſtle fays ; We are now rhe £54: 
of G:d, but it has not vet appearea what we ſhall be ; We Cap 
when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, becurſc we /ka!l fce him 
as he is, 1 Teh. 3.v. 2. This viſion is Life eternal, as Truth 't 
(CF favs ir the Goſtti. This 3s Life trerual, ro kiwow thee tic 
1it} 'r716 God, ana ix15m t Pol hait ſent, te [1s M rife, Toh. 15.2. 
Detcltuble ſpot, Which takes away trom us the he arifying v} 
iiO0?, and execroble neglizence, by which we difſemble rhe 
cicaniing of that eve. For as cur corporeal i:ght is kindred 
-iches DY ſome interior NUMmour, or by the micction of tome 
exterior dult ; fo allo the {piritual fight 1s tomerimes troubled 
by the allurement of onr own fleſh, and fornetimes by woridiy 
curiofhry and ambition. Which truly is reright us no lefs by our 
OW1 Proper experience, than by the Nivirc Scriptures, where 
:T IS WTILten ; {he Body Which tis Cot r:pred aArgravalss th Sel, 
and 'be eart bly Habitation depreyſes the Und Tanang, YE! 0,7 
ting 07 many things, {d.9., Yet in both it is lin ot 'y which 
troubles and dims the fight :' nor docs any thing «!fe ſeem to 
ſeparate betwixt tne Eye and Light, berwixt Cod ind Mar 
For as lorg as we ure m this body, we are Piſeriins from Coud 
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Not that the fault is in the Body, ro wit, = ; body of death 
which we carry about us ; but rather becauſe the fleſh is the 
body of ſm, in which there is no good ' vt but rather the 
law of ſim. Yet ſometimes the eye of the body, the mote 
not ſtill remaining in it, but beg now taken, or blyuwn our, 
ſeems for a while ro fee dimly : the which very thing, he 
who walks ſpiritually, often EI_—_ m the interior CE. 
The wound 1s not th-reft ore cured, becautc you have drawn out 
che Sword ; bur then firlt it is neceſſa y to apply Floitters, and 
endeavour the Cure, Let ro mar therefore © mprying the link; 
ieem that he is forthwith made clean, but let him know that 
1c needs ver many puritcetions. Nor muſt he only be waih'd 
with water, but atio bt purged 3nd purified by hre : thar he 
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m. \ , Wye have Þ Wea 2 047 h fi e and wer, aint tom Daft 
67 6 ; ' #5 6: tits Tefr f Wt V hs 14 #-4 tnevelire are thc 
lean of Peatt, for ih'y j 4 / fcs God, Mar, F. Now indeed 
rough wu glaſs ami but hereafter face to face; to wir, 
whentt eo clearhclt of aur Face fhail be confurumated thar he 
may © hut! to I.mici glorions, haying nenher {por not 
VF.1iC| | 
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__ vho returning zocd for i!!, he 1s ready to profit hin 
does him damaze. The frit is a ime one, and is catily 

c Dn Por car he thar js tiich an orc cuſtle obram Sulva- 
1 in this wicked World, and full of feardals. The ſecond (as 

1 is written) potlefles his Soul In patience. The third dues not 
r. ( n!v 
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only poſſeſs tis own Soul, bur alſo gains the Souls of many 

The firit, as much as is in him, has peace. he ſecond keeps 

peace, The third makes prace.. Teſervedly therefore I 
is beatihed with the name of Son, becauſe he hus fulfilled the 
work cf a Son, who being not ungrateful, after his own 7+ 
conciliation , does alſo recs ncile others to his Father. Fo: 
he who tha!l have miniitred well, acquires to himſelf « god 
degree ; nor is there a Þetrer degree to be believed in the 


houſe of hjs Father, than that of a Son. For 57 Sor:s, they 
= irs, Heirs imdecd of (4, but Covers with Coritt, Rom. 8.v cr 
- Thar as he ſays; ere he is, there alſo 215 Miniſfor mr) 


vg Joh. I2, V. 26,--- 
I have wearied you with tne Jength of my. Ditcourſe, an; 
have kept you longer tun 1 thould have done So that nov 
icveing that modeſty does not, rhe #ery time icems 10 Command 
an end to my talkativerciz:; Remember notwiihitanding che 
Apoltle, who upon a 116, you read, protracted is Sermot on- 
ti midnight, And / w:/4 20 God (that 1 may ufe his words) 
that you world yet a bit'te bear my folly, for 1 emulate you wit! lie 
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CHAP, AXYU. 


A Reprehenſion of the Amdviticus, wo hwving mot * 
ther hearts cleanſed, preſume to pictty God towards 
OEPEYS, 

/ 


Y fictle ones, who will ſhery vou how to flv from the 
1 / F wrath to come? Fur no bodv more deferves anger, 


tan 01 enemv ccpirerfeiring hinnc!t 15 be a friend. 

O 7:4as, dye't thou with a kiſs berrav the Son of man, one of 
the fume mid with me, who rozxc her wh nice did. t cut tweet 
Lite, \Who dip "it thy hand with me in th! {ror Þ VThun hbiit no 
part in that Prayer with which he proevs to hs (other, a d avs; 
Fith  frogiv: them, for they k19\v nor what tory 9, iu. 24. Wo 
be unto vou who take awav the key not onlv ot Knowleds, 
but-ally of Aurhoriry - neither do your felves curer in, and 
you manv ways binier Thule whom you ougltt to have intro 
duced. For ye tuke away, and do not receive the kevs. Con- 
cerning whom our Lord complains by his Propher ; Tiey have 
reigned, ard nat by me ; they have ve:n Prices, and 1 have not 
caited th'm, Hot. 8. Whence 1d great a zea} of Superiority, 
whence lach an impudency of Ambirion, whence tuch a mad- 
nef(s or liuman Preftumption ? would: any of yon dare to rake 
epor. You the Minitteries, to invade the Benetices, ro manage 
the Attiirs of ſome Earthly Prince, he not commanding, bur 
even prohibiting of you ?- Neither niuit thou think God Al- 
Mighty approves thole things, which in his great Houſe he ſuf- 
fers trom veiſecls of wrath fit for deitruction. Many indeed 
come, but confider who is called. Marx the order of our 
Lord's Sermon ; Bleſſed, ſays he, are the cl-au of heart, 6-- 
cariſe they ſhall ſee God, Mat. 5. And then, Bl:fed are 
the Peacemakers, becauſe they ſhall be callzd the Sons 
of God, Now the Heavenly Tather calls thoſe clean of 
heart, who do not ſeek their own things, but the things 
of Jefus Chriſt; nor what is protitable for themtelves, 
F 2 bur 
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but what 1s profitable for many. Peter, ſays he, doe? thox love 
ne ? Lord, thou knoweſt that I love thee : Feed my So: P, Joh. 
21, For when indeed would he commend Sheep 1o beloved, 
tv one that did not love him ? And this is required of Difpecn- 
fators, that one be found faithful, Wo be to unfaithful Minj- 
ſters, who being not themſelves yet reconciled, as if they were 
men that lived righreouſly, take upon them the buſirets of re- 
conciling others, Wo to the Sons of Wrath, who protels them- 
ſelves Minitters of Grace. Wo to the Sons of Wrath, who 
tear not to ulurp to themſelves the degree and name of Peace- 
makers. Wo tov the Sons cf Wrath, who lying, ſay they are 
fithtul Mediators of Peace, that they may cat up the ſims of 
the people, Wo to thole who living carnaliy, cannot plcate 
Qod, and yet preſume ro undertake to appeatc him, 


C H A P. XXVIIT. 


That ſome uſurp to themſelves the degree of 
Peacemakers. 


E do not wonder, Brethren, we who have compattion 

: on the preſent ttate of the Church ; we do not won- 
 *\" der that from the root uf the Serpent has iliued a 
Cockytrice, We do not wonder if he gather the Vintage of 
the Ldrd's Vineyard, who tranſgreiles the way ordained by 
the Lord, For he impudently invades the degree of a Feace- 
maker. and the Office of a Son of God, who has not as yer 
heard the very firſt Voice of rhe 1ord, making him to reflect 
upon his own heart : or if perhaps «t any time he has begur 
to hear it, returning back again, he ran to the Fig-leaves, that 
he might be hidden by them. Wherefore reither has he as 
yet ceaſed ro fin, but ſtil} draws a long chain after him z he 
is not vet made u man ſeeing his own poverty, but he ſays, for 
{ am rich, and want nothing, when he is indeed poor and naked, 
and pitcouſly miferable. He has nothing of the f{pirit of Meek- 
neſs, whereby he might be able ro inſtruct thote who are over- 
taken 


— 
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taken with a fault, conſidering himſelf, left he alſo may not be 
tempted, Being a ſtranger to tears of compunction, he rather 
rejoyces when he has done il, and exults in rhe worſt things. 
To wit, he is one of thoie ro whom. our Lord ſays; Wo te to 


you who laugh now, for ye ſhall mourn, Lu. 6. His eyes covet Mo- _ 


ney, not Jultice, and he looks at every high thing, he milcra- 
bly hungers after Digniries, he thirſts after Human Glory, the 
Bowels of Mercy are far from him, he rather rejoyces in Cru- 
elty, and to play the Tyrant, he counts Cain Piety. 'Why do 
I ſpeak of cleannefs of heart ? I wiſh he had not wholly for- 
gotren it, as or.e dead, as to his heart; 1 wiſh he were not a 
{educed Dove, that has no heart ; would to God even that 
Which is without were bur clean, and that the ſpotred Coat 
which perrains to the Body, were not to be found; and that 
he did cven in this part, obey him that ſays; Be cien your who 
carry the veſſels of the Lord, 


CHAP. XXIX. 


A Complaint aginſt the Incontinent, for no! Re- 
vering Holy Orders. 


has lefr ro himlelf many thouſands. Otherwiſe, if cheir 
Juſtice did not excuſe us, ard the Lord of Sabbath had not 

left us that holy Seed, we had now long ago been deſtroyed, 45 
was S#dom ; and had perithed, as Gomorra, Indeed the Church 
{eem*® ro have been dilated, and even the moſt Sacred Order of 
the Clergy, their number 1s beyond number multiplied. But 
though, O Lord, thou hat made our number more, yet thou 
haſt nor made our 'oy greater : whilit there appears as great 
a decreaſe of merit, as increaſe of number, Evcry-where rhey 
run to Holy Orders, and men without reverence, without con- 
{ideration, meddle with Myſteries revered by the very Ange- 
lical Spirits, For they are not afraid to ſeize upon the fign- of 
the Heavenly Ringdom, ro wear the Crown of that Empire; 
even 


I Do nor accuſe all, bur neither can I excuſe all, Our Lord 
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even they in whom Avarice reigns, Ambition rules, Pride do- 
miincers, and. eyen abominable Luxury has its. principaliry, 
Amongit whom alſo perhaps the worit of abominations apjPcars 
within their Walls, if (according to the Prophecy of Exz:4 1) 
we would pierce the Wall, fo that even in the Houſe of God 
we live moſt horridly i!l. For that after Fornications, after 
Adulteries, afrer Inceſts, amongſt ſome, even ignominious paſ- 
fons and filchinefſes are not wanting, . Would tro God things 
which are not fitting to be done, were ſo not dune, that it nei- 
ther was needful for the Apoitle ro write theſe things, nor for 
as to ſpeak of them or that he ſhould nor be thought worthy 
ro be believed, who thould fay, that ſo abominable an att<&tion 
4id ar any time occupy ihe heart of man. Were nut of old 
chote Ciries the Mothers of this filthineſs, condemned before- 
hard by the Divine Jultice, and deſtroyed by tire ? Did not 
rhe hre of Hei!, impatient of clay, by prevention, devour 
that execrable people, becauſe their fins were {; eciadys mani- 
felt, going before ro jadgrment * Gen. 19. D:d not ſtormy 
thowers of Fire and Brimftone abſtme che very earth, as con- 
icious Gi fo great a confulion 2 Was not ihe nhole Country 
corveried mto an horrible lake? Five heads of that {/;d+ a 
WeEze Crt off, but alas, mnumerable roſe up in their place. Who 
has built again the Cities of wickedneſs, who has dilated the 
Walls of turpitude, who has extended the poitonous iced ? 
Wo, wo, wo, the enemy of mankind has fcattered about the 
World the unhappy relicks of thur fulp hurcous fre, with thoſe 
execrable aſhes he has beſtrewed the body of the Church, and 
with a foul and ferid filth has befprinkled fome of her Mini- 
{ters. Ah <clect Race, royal Prielihovod, holy Nation, acquired 
People! Who, amidit thy ſo Divine beginnings, and the firit 
birth of Chriſtian Religion, abounding with all ſpiritual Graces, 
could have believed that fi:ch things as theſe - ſhould ever have 
been found in thee > With rhefe fpors they enter the Tabergu- 
cle of the Living Gud, they inhabir the holy Temple of the 
Lord, polJuting of it, having hereafter to receive a manitoid 
Irdement, for thor they have ſuch grievous Confciences, and 
yet notwith{tanding intrude themſelves into the Sanctuary of 
God. For ſich do not onlv not appeaſe God, but more ircenſe 
him, whitft they ſeem to ſay in their hearts ; He will not puniſh 
us. They do indeed provoke him, and make him angry with 
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them 1 fear, by race very things by which they ought to have 
made an atonement. Would to God, rather than thinking to be- 
gin a Tower, they would {it down ard compute the cot, left 
perhaps they ſhould hut have a tufficient fiovt to pertect ir, 
Would to Gud they who are not able to conturn, wont | 
afraid raſhly to profeſs perfection, or to promiie a fins - Tit 
For it is :raly a coltiy Tower, ani! a great Word, win]. o!! car - 
not take. But without all peratvontore, it were | I 
marry than to burn, aad to be. fave! mn the low degrer won 
faithful people, chan in thc ſudlimy ſtate of the Clergy, bork t 
ive worſe, and ro be more levercty judyued. For maar, 20t It!- 
4&> all, but yer many, 1t is certain; ncither can they he | 
tuch 1s rheir maitirude ; nor do they tek to ties hid, fvch is 
heir impudence: many, 1 tov, icem to have made nfe of the 
iberty in which they ure called, as an oocation of carnatity, 
ebiraining trom the remedy oft Varriag: 1 alrerwards } Our- 
ng themtelves forth on all manner of 5V.chednet 
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- danger, Jectnc the hre whica 18 prepared. 1. rheve be 
found ar lengri no! mo.k-proicffion of Pericition, let the 
vercue of Pitry be oxbioited, rogecther with the ſernbÞlunce of 
It; ler there no! a EM pry tori of 4 Nga UC UEVQIC t 
che truth How #15 uid Chaltiry bur be in danger amidit De- 
Iigats, Humility 5mong Riches, Piety in the middle of Buſineſs, 
Truth in much tpeaking, Chariry in this wicked World 2 Hy 
out of the widdle of # y/ou, fly and ave vour fouls. Fly 
to the Ciries of Retuge, where you may do Pernance for what's 
paſt, and vb:ain Grace tor the preſent, and confidently expect 
Glory hercatter, Ler not the conciouinels oft your fins retard 

\' 


11 F 


(40 ) 


you; for where they have abounded, Grace is wont to ſupe! 

abound : acither !er the auſterity of Pennance deter you. For 
the ſutterings of this Life are nor worthy the paſt faulr which 
15 remitted, ror the pretent comfort of Grace which is infec - 
{ed, nor the future Glory which is promiicd us, [n fine, * there 
38 00 bitrerneis ſo great which the Prophetical Meal docs not 
!weeten, Which the Tree of Liic does not make tavonry. If 
Vou do not belicys words, believe works, and wquicice in the 
examples of manv. Sinners trom all parts run to Pennance, 
and fuch as are delicate both by nature and cuilom, make light 
of a!l exterior rigor, that they may lenity thew exatheruted 
CGon'ciences. Nothing is impottible 1 them that bulieve, no- 
ching difficuir tro them that love, nothing (harp t© the meek, 
nor —_ hard to the humble, 16 whom Grace gives help, 
and the devotion of obeying levies the command, How 
forg do you Walk 1n great and worderfu} things that are above 
you f Ir is a great and wonderful thing indeed :0 br a Minifter 
of Chriit, and a Difpencer of the Mytteries of (od. The 
Order of Feacemarers is far above von, onle © perhaps omit. 
ring the degrees mentioned above, vou are rather minded to 
lean than to afcend. Would to God, norwinh tandirg whot 

ever fo entre, would, if it were. poihble, miniiter as Fritiifuil y, 
a3 he inrroded himtelf confidently, : Bur it 1© hard, and periurs 
mmpothiÞlc, that our 61 the bitter root of Ambition, the tweet 
fricir of Charity ſhould proceed, I fay, if you will bear me, 
vea nor !, but our Lord favs; When rhon ſhalt & mwuied to 8 
Wendry, fit Gown mm the woneft place 5 for he who *xaiis Limſel!, 
fſhatl be g:mbled ; and ke who kumbles himfelf ſhall be exiles | 
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C H A P. XXXI. 


Of enduring Perſecution, according to the laſt 
Beatitude. 


the Sons of God, Mark well, not talkers of Peace, but 
makers of Peace, are commended. For there are which 

ſay, and do not. Indeed, as not the hearers of the Law, bur 
the doers of the Law are juſt ; {o not the announcers of Peace, 
but the aCtors of Peace, are bleſſed. Would to God, notwith- 
ſtanding our whoſoever now ſeem Phariſees, (for per- 
haps there are ſome;,) although they will not do, at lealt would 
ſay what they ought, Would to God they who will not Preach 
the Goſpel without a Salary, would but even Preach it for a 
Salary ; would to God thac they would but Evangclize, that 
they may eat. The hreling, ſays he, ſees the Wolf a coming, and 
flys away, Jo. 10, Would to God, they who in this our age are 
not Paſtors, would but prove themlielves Hirelings to their 
Flocks, and nor Wolves : that themſelves would not hurt their 
Flock, would not fly away, no body perfecuting of them, that 
they would not expoſe their Flock until the Wolt were ſeen 2 
coming. For they were 1m ſome manrer tolerable,if rhey were 
found, eſpecially in time of Peace, receiving their hire, and at 
leatt for their hire, lJabouring in the keeping of their Flock, 
whiltt that they themſclves, did not molefr their Flock, and 
againit reaſon avert them from the Paſtures of Juſtice and 
Truth. For Perfecution undoubtedly ſeparates and diſtinguiſhes 
Hirelings from good Shepherds. For how muſt not he needs 
fear tranſitory lofles, who ſeeks after temporal gains? When 
will he endure an earthly Perſecution for Juſtice, who feeks an 
earthly Reward more than Juſtice. £#1:f.d, ſays he, are r-9fe 
who ſuffer perſecution for faſtice, becarſe th:irs 1s the Kingdom 
of Heaves, This, Beatitude belongs ro good Paltors, not ro 
Hirelings, much lets ro Thieves or Wolves. For they are 16 
G jar 


Bis ſays he, are the Peacemakers, for they ſhall be called 
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far from ſuffering Perſecution for Juſtice, that they had rather 
endure Perſecution than Juſtice. For it is contrary to their 
Works, and it is troubleſome to them even to hear of it. Bur 
for Covetouſheſs, and for Ambition, they are ready to undergo 
all Dangers, to raiſe Scandals, to endure Hatred, to diſſemble 
Revilings, to neglect Curſes ; ſo that the Animoſity of ſuch, is 
not Jeſs. pernicious than the Puſtllanimity-of Hirelings. There- 
fore to true Paſtors, their Paſtor, the good Shepherd, who 
ſpared not to lay down his life for his Sheep, ſays ; Bleſſed ſhall 
ye be when men ſhall hate yon, and ſ:parate you, and caſt out your 
name as evil, for the Son of Man, Rejoyee in that day, and ex= - 
ule, becanſe great is your Keward in Heaven, For that they truly 
have no reaſon to fear Thicves, who Jay up Treaſure for them- 
ſelves in Heaven. They have no reaſon to complain of the 
multiplicity of Tribulation, when they confider rhe multipli- 
cation of their Reward, Yea ler them rather rejoyce, as It is 
firting they ſhould, that not {0 muclr their Perſecution, as their 
Reward, is encreaſed : and let them exult ſv much more abun- 
dantly, as they ſuffer more things for Chriſt, that ſo a more 
plenteous Reward may expect them with him. Why are ye 
afraid, O ye of little Faith ? There is a faithful ſaying, and 
founded upon irrefragable truth : No adverſiry ſhall hurt us, 
if nv iniquity rule over us. Bur it's a ſmal] matrer not co hurr 
us; it thall profit us, abundantly profit us, provided Juſtice be 
our intention, and Chriſt our Cauſe, with whom rhe patience 
of the Poor ſhall not loſe its Reward for ever. To Him be. 
Glory now and for ever and ever. Amen, 
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SERM. IL 


Of the Spiritual Combat. 


whom he had created, his Son, to whom, as to adelicare 

Youth, he appointed as Maſters, the Law, Prophets, and 

other Tutors and Governors, until the rime prefixed for his 
conſummation. He inſtrutted, him, and admonithed him, con- 
ſtituting him Lord of Paradiſe, ſhewi ing him, and promiſing him 
all the treaſures of his Glory, ;f he would nor forſake him. 
And leſt any thing ſhould be wanting to his happineſs, che in- 
dulged to him alto freedom of will, that his Happineſs might 
be voluntary, and not forced. - And hay' Ing now received liber- 
ry of good and evil, he began to have an irkſome wearineſs of 
his good things, out of a concupiſcence of knowing good and 
evil, Out of the Paradiſe therefore of a go0d Conſcience he 
zoes, ſecking new things, which he knew not; for as yer he 
had known nothing but good, and neglecting his Father's L aws, 
and Tutors, he eats of the Tree of Knowledg ot Good and 
(3 2 Evil 


£2 OD Almighty, the Rich and Powerful King, made man, 
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Evil againſt the prohibition of his Father : and, miſerable creg- 
ture, hiding himfelt, and flying from the face of his Lord, 
fooliſh Boy, he began to wander through rhe Mountains of 
Pride, through the Valleys of Coriofity, through the Fields of 
Licentiouſneſs, through the Groves of Laſciviouſneſs, through 
the Mariſhes of Carnal Pleaſures, and through the Floods of 
Worldly Cares. The old Robber ſpying the wanton Youth 
wandring far from his Father's Houſe without a Keepcr, with- 
out a-Covyernor, comes to him, and with the hand of bad coun- 
ſe! reaching him the Apples of diſobedience ; after he had gor 
his conſent, he ſets upon him, he caſts him headlong on the 
ground, that 1s, precipitates him into earthly deſires ; and leſt 
he ſhould ger up again, he ries his feet, that is, the affections 
of his mind with the ſtrong bonds of Concupiſcence, bindg his 
harids of Operations, blinds the eyes of his Mind, puts him in- 
to the Ship of dangerous$ecurity, and the wind of Adulation 
blowing ſtrong, he tranſports him into the far Country of Diſ- 
ſimilirude. He being now in a ſtrange Land, he was expoſed 
to Sail ro all that paſs by the way. He learns to feed Hogs, 
and ro'eat the husks of Hogs, he unlearns all he had learnt, he 
learns what he knew not, to wit, baſe and ſervile works. And 
being bound. inthe Priſon of -Deſperation, where: the wicked 
walk in a round, in that Mill of impious Circuition, he is forced 
to grind to the profit of a bad Conſcience. 

Ah ſad misfortune. And where js now his Potent, Bounteous, 
and' Loving Father ? Can he forget the Son of his body-? Far 
be it from him, far be it from him. He does not forget him, 
but compaſſionates him, he grieves and complains of the ab- 
ſence and perdition of- his Son. He commends his Friends, he 
ſolicits his Servants, he excites a!l ro ſeek after him, One of 
his Servants called Fear, at the command of his Lord, follow- 
ing the foot of-the fugitive Son, finds him in_the Dungeon. of 
a Priſon, covered with the filthy rags of carnal ſins, bound with 
the chains and fetters of a bad cuitum, miferable and mad, ſe- 
cure and laughing amid his miterics. Whom he urged both 
with words and blows to go out, and to return to his Father ; 
and he did 10 confound and deject the miſerable wretch, that 
he lay like one a dying, his belly cleaving ro the ground. In- 
ſtantly after Fear, another ſervant, whoſe name was Hope, went 
out, and ſeeing the King's Son not delivered, but oppreſſed ; 
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not helped, but dejefted by fear ; ſoftly goes to him, and rai- 
ſing up the needy from the ground, and the poor from the 
dunghi] ; and lifting up his head, and caſting about him the 
zarment of Conſolation, wiping his eyes and face ; S:r, fays he, 
how many Servants in your Father's Houſe have Bread more than 
enor:gh, but, you here famiſh for hunger ? I pray ariſ:, and go to 
your Father, and ſay to him; Father, mahz me as one of your 
hired Servants, Then he at length, ſcarce « little + rerurn'd to 
himſelf, ſays ; Are not you Hope ? And how could Hope ever 
enter into fo. dark and horrid a dungeun of deiperation * I, I, 
lays he, I am Hope ſent to you from your Father, and 1 will 
help you, and not leave you, till I bring you into the Houſe of 
your Father, and into the Bed-chamber of your Mother. And 
O, ſays he, O ſweet eaſe of labours, O fweer comfort of the 
miſerable, O one, and not the loweſt of the three that wair in 
the Bed-chamber of the King, you tee the vaſt depth of my 
Priſon, you ſee my chains, which notwithſtand.ng ar your en- 
trance are for the greatett part broken and looſed, you fee the 
vaſt multitude of my fellow-Captives, their firength, their 
ſwifrneſs, their craft; and what place then for thee here ? Bur, 
ſays Hope, do not fear, he who he'ps os, is Merciful ; he who 
hghts for us, is Omnipotent : and there are more with us than 
with them.. Beſides, 1 have brought you the Horſe of detire, 
ſent to you from your Father, whom when you ſhall have 
mounted, I being your guide, you ſhall ſecurely eſcape out of 
the hands of all theſe your enemies. Thys the faid, and forth- 
with ſet the King's Son-upon the Horſe of defire, putting under 
him the ſoft Clothes of pious Devotion, having added the __ 
ſpurs of good Examples ; but there wanted a bridle, ſuch haſte 
he made to fly away. Immediately the Horſe falls a running 
without a bridle; Hope draws him on before, Fear behind ur- 
ges him with blows and threats. Then the Princes of Edom 
ſeeing this, were troubled, trembling ſcizeg upon the ſtrong of 
AMoab, and all the Inhabitants of 'Canaan were wounded. Le: 
fear and trembling invade them from thy great Arm, let them 
be made jimmovable as a ſtone, unti! thy Son, O Lord, pals dy, 
that thy Son whom thou haſt once poſſeiked, 

But whilſt they are thus carried on headlong, they fly away 
igdeed, bur not without danger, becauſe without meaſure, and 


without counſel, Wherefore Prudence ſent from his Father, 
Once 
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one of the chief Princes of kis Palace, having in his company 
his friend Temperance, runs to them, «nd ſto; pping them, ſays ; 
Not {ſo:fait, nor fo fait, I pray, not fo fait ; tor $9/2-n04 days ; 
He that mak; es haſte, is ſubjett to tumble, Prov. 19. It you run 
roo faſt, you ttumble ; if you ſtumble, you fall; if you fall, 
You render back into the hands of his enemies. the Kang's Son, 
whom you have undertaken to deliver. For if be ſhall chance 
ro tall, their hand will be upon him immediatcly. Having faid 
thts, he pur'upon the metled Horſe of detire, the bridle of dif- 
cretion, and committed the government of the re.ns to Tem- 
perapce. And when Fear behind complained of the nearnet; 
and ſtrength of the enemies, and of the ſlowneſs of their 
flight. Get thee behind me, Satan, ſays Prudence, thou art at: 
occaſion of oftence ro us. Our 1trength and our praile is the 
Lord, and he is made unto us Salvation. And 'behold Forti- 
tude, a ſtout Souldier of our Lord, running to them over the 
Field of holy confidence, and having drawn out the Sword ot 
Joy ; Do not, fays he, be troubled ; more are with us than 
with them. Then, ſays. Prudence, acquainted with the Councels 
of the Court of Heaven ; Have a care, I befeech you, for that 
inheritance whereunto haſte is made in the beginning, ſhall 
want a bleſſing in the end, Prov. 20. Go forwards therefore 
prudently, but not too faſt. For the enemies are not in the 
way, bur they are wont to put the occaſion of tripping by che 
way-fide, in the meeting of two or three ways together, in 
the windings and turnings of the ways. I therefore will go 
before, but do you keep i ſtrait on the way of Jultice,. and I 
will quickly bring you into the Camp of Witdom, which is 
not now far of, For it-is Wiſdom of whom it is faid ; If you 
deſire Wiſdom, learn faitice, Eccl. 10. Whilit they thus go on, 
Fear urging, Hope drawing, Fortitude defending, Temperance 
moderating, Prudence forecaſting and inſtructing, Juſtice guiding 
and conducting, the King's Son approaches the Camp of Wit- 
dom. Wiſdom hearing of the coming 'of a new. Gueſt, pre- 
vents him who deſires her, goes our to. meet him, ſhews her- 
{elf to him chearfully upon -the way. But the Camp was lur- 
rounded with the deep ditch of protound Humility, on which 
was built the ſtrong and fair walls of Obedience, reaching the 
very Heavens, which was wonderfully adorned with the itories 
of good Examples painted all over it. Alfo it was built with 
. Bulwarks ; 
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Bulwarks ; a thouſand Bucklers hung upon it, all the Armour of 
the valiant, The gate of Profeſſion was open to all ; a Porter 
at the entrance co Jet in the worthy, and to ſhur out the un- 
worthy. An Herald crying over the Gate; If any one love 
Wiſdom, let him turn into me, and he ſhall find it ; and when 
he ſhall have found it, happy is he af he keep it.  Hither the 
King's Son, brought in by the guidance of Wifdom that mer 
him, yea carried him in her Arms, obſequiouſly attended by 
che King's Family, he is brought to the Tower in the middle of 
the Forrification, where Wiſdom has built her felf an Houſe, 
has hewed out ſeven Pillars, has ſubdued Nations to her, and by 
her wg vertue has trampled upon the necks of the proud 
and lofty. There he is placed in the Bed of Wifdom, which 
ſixty ſtout ones of the valiant of ſrael ſurround, every one 
with a Sword upon his thigh. David is prefent with his Tim- 
brel and Dance, with his {tringed Inſtrument and Organ : and 
the other Paranymphs of the Celeitial Court rejoycing and 
exulting more over one Sinner doing Pennance, than over nine-- 
ry nine juſt, who necd no repentance. And behold a boiſterous 
Wind coming from rhe North, and involving fire, ſhakes the 
whole Ronſe, troubles the Camp of Wiſdom. -For Pharacb 
wentegput with his Chariots and Horſemen, purſuing 1frae! fly- 
ing away. The Tabernacles of the [dnmeans and the /ſmaelites, 
Moab and the Agarens, 7:bal, and Amon, and Amalech, the 
Strangers, with the [nhabitants of Tyrzs, diſpoſed a Covenant, . 
and unanimouſly plotted againſt them. A/zr, that great Ex- 
terminator, the Devi}, came along with them. In a word, the 
City is beſieged, machins of remptarions ariſe, the enemy preſ- 
ſes hard on ev*ry ſide, a Dragon in ambuſh, a Lion in open 
view ; he gathers companioas, caſts in Fire-balls, digs through 
the Walls, itirs up Wars, itnds priviiy Trapans, threatning the 
utter ruine of the whole City, Within is fear and anxiety, and 
all ars troubled at the ſudden and i<cnement aflault of the ene- 
mies, and ſtagger like a drunken man, all rheir Wiſdom is de- 
voured, and they cried to their Lord when they were troubled, 
They run to the Caftle of Wiſdom ; they telh the ilis that have 
hapned ; they ask councel. For Prudence returned to her (elf, 
confults Wiidom what had beſt be done. Wiſdom declares thar 
no dclay muſt be made, but counſel muſt be a*K'd of the Su- 
preme King, And who ſhall go for us, ſays Prudence ? Prayer, 
: : fays 
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ſays Wiſdom. And leſt ſhe ſhould make any delay in going, ler 
her ride upon the Horſe of Faith. Prayer, after a long feck- 
ing, in ſo great a tumult, ſcarce at laſt was found ; ſhe gers up- 
on the Horſe of Faith, goes on by the way of Heaven, nor 
does ſhe ſtop until the enters the Gates of the Lord in Con- 
fefſion, and his Courts in KEymns. And like a familiar ſervant 
approaching the Throne of Glory, expoſes her neceſſary bufi- 
neſs. The King having heard the danger of his Son, converting 
himſclf ro the Conſort of his Kingdom Charity, ſays: -O whom 
ſhall I ſend, and who will go for us? But, ſays Chariry, behold, 
I am ready to go, ſend me. Then the King ; Prevailing, ſays 
ke, thou ſhalt prevail, and ſhalt deliver him ; go thy ways, and 
do ſo. Forrhwith the Queen of Heaven, Charity, goes out 
from the face of the Lord, accompanicd by the whole Celeſtial 
Court: and coming and deſcending into the -Camp, with the 
yertue and joy of her preſence, immediately exhilarated all 
things, compoſed the commotions, and appeaſed the diſtur- 
bances. Light is reſtored ro the miſerable, and confidence to 
to thoſe that were afraid. Hope returned again, which was juſt 
upon flying away, and Fortitude, which had a!moſt been quite 
loſt. The whole Artillery of Wiſdom reſumes Conftancy. But 
the enemies that were befieging the Ciry, what Exultation, 
lay they, is this in the Camp ? wo be unto us. Let us fly 1/rael, 
for God highrs for them. So the enemies flying, the eltorce of 
the Grace of God rejoyces the Ciry of God, the moſt High 
has fanAtified his Tabernacle : Cod is in the middle of it, it 
ſhall not be moved : God will help it early in the morning. 
The Nations are diſturbed, and the Kingdoms are bowed down : 
he gave forth his voice, and the-earth was moved. The Lord of 
Vertues is with us: Our Receiver js the God of 74cob. Then 
the Queen, Charity, taking into her arms the child of God, 
her own child carried him to Heaven, and repreſented him ro 
God. his Father. Whom his Father meeting, gracious and plea- 
ſanr ; Quickly, ſays he, bring forth the firit Stole, and put it on 
him ; and give him a Ring on his hand, and Shooes on his feer 
Produce the fatted Calf, and ki!! him. For it behoves us to 
fealt and rejoyce, becauſe that my Son was dead, and is revi- 
ved ; was loft, and is found. 

Take notice here of four things in this deliverance, or re- 
calling .of our prodigal Youth. Firlt, his Repentance, but Sg 

fool; 
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fooliſh one. Secondly , his Flight, but temerar:ous and un- 
reaſogable, Thirdly, his Fighting, but rimerous ard teartul). 
Fourthly, his Vitory, ſtrong and wiſe. All which rhings you 
ſhall hnd in cvery one xh2r flies out of rhe World. Firit of all, 
he is poor and, faolith ; atterwards, he 1s precipitant and reme- 

rarious in profperities ; then, he is timerous and puiilianimous 
in 7dverſitics : and finally, provident, underſtanding, and per- 
fect in the Kingdom of Charity. 

The tri thing z that icizes upon Sinners, Is 2 neglect of chern- 
ſelves, then a curiolir y of exterior tinings, and of fuch as be- 
long nut to them ; afterwards, a concupitcence of thoſe very 
things. Conient follows concupifcence, cuitom follows con- 
ſeat, conreinyt follows cuſtom, and malice, rhat is attection and 
dc! light In 11:.ning, tollows concempt. Negligence retards, Cu- 
r10! ty hinders, Concupiſcence ries, Content binds, or harden: 
Cuitom draws, Conempt precipitates, Delight incarcerates 1n 
rae prif©n of deſperation 3 wherefore the Sinner, when he 
thall have coms® into the bottom, he deſpairs. Bur the Holy 
Ghoit coming, and viſiting the miſerable Soul by his feren- 
told Grace, firlt in{ucs Fear into it, to Fear he adds Piery, t hat 
rhe ſrweernets of Piery may .comfort the milery of Fear; to 
Picty Knowledg, ro wit, that it may know how to uſe both 
Fear and Fiety, leit exceſſive ſadneſs from Fear thouid wholly 
abſorp it, or left a vain preſumption from Piety ſhould preci- 
pitate it into indilcretions : to Enowledg Fortnude, io wit, 
againtt temprations, nd that it ma Yy me * Progreſs 'n good 
Counle) alſo zthiſts not only Knowledg, but alſo Fortirude, leſt 

{ſhould truſt roo much cirher 10 ; Ham rieds or Fortitude. 

Bur chart al! thin gs may be done with Cuuntel, he adds Under- 

jtanding, that now 11 the interior of his Own hearr, he may by 
hinſe!f read, not only what men counce}, br alfo whor is the 
goud, and well-picat.ng, and perfect will of God.. To Under- 
itanding, Wiſdom ; that what hitherro he learnt by Councel, 
or Ynderſtarding, may now pats into affection to aim: chat by 
it ſe]f, rhrough the Grace of God, mey relifa, and be made 
{avoury and iwter to him, whatſoever hicherro leemed hard 
md inrolerable. And firſt of ail, to Negligence the Holy Ghoſt 
oppoſes Tear ; and he tht fears, neglects nothing ; ro Curioti= 
ty, Piery ; that is, an att<ccion for God ; which, as the Apoſtle 
ays, i profitable ro every good work, and wholly contrary 
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to Corioſfity, To Concupiſcence he joyns Knowledg, that the - 
Soul may know it ſelf, and bufying ir ſelf in its own interior, it 

may not go .oue'to the Concupiſcence of the Worl4, Jeſt it 

hear that:(O faireſt amongſt women,if tkou knoweſt not thy ſelf, 

g0 forth and feed thy Kids :) or that it may know how vain and 

frail al! rhoſe things. are which it defires. To Conſent he oppo- 

ſes Fortitude, leſt Touncel ſhould come to conſent ro Cuſtom ; 

becauſe when it ſhall be come ro-Cuſtom, rher. cruly there is 

need of Councel : ro Conrempt the Holy Ghoſt oppoſes Un- 

derſtanding, becauſe now-the Counce! of men being contemned, + 
unleſs by .it {elf the Soul underſtand its own danger, its Caſe 

becomes in a manner deſperate : to Malice, Wiſdom, becauſe 

Witdom only overcomes Malice, Now the Holy Ghoſt by irs 

ſeven-fold Grace, deſtroying in the Sou! of. man this ſeven- 

fold Miſery, he inſtantly-builds in it a fever-foid Bearitude, by 

the Spirit of Fear, making happy the povr in Spirit z by the 

Spirit of Piety, making happy the Meck; by the Spirit of 
Knowledg, making happy tavie that Mourn; by the Spirir of 
Fortitude, making happy thoſe that kunger and thirſt after 

Juſtice ; by the Spirit of Counce?!, making happy the Merciful ; 

by the Spirit of Underiianding, making happy the Pure of 
Heart z by. the. Spirit of Patience, making happy the Peace-- 

makers; when Wiſdom overcomes. Malice, and that Peace of 

God which ſurpaſſes al underſtanding, exuits in the Heart : and 

this is the Perfection of the Servants of God, 
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tinual War. Each City has its King. Ihe King of 7eru-- 
falem is Chriſt our Lord ; the Devil is the King of Bu- 
by/or. And now, becauſe one of them delights ro Rergn in 
juſtice, the other in Malice, the King of Bavjion draws ſuch 
Citizens of Hiersſalem as he can, into Babylon ; and by his Mi- 
niſters unclean Spirits, ſeduces them, ro make them ſerve inqui- 
iy to niquity, Rom. 6, Hence a Watchman or Eipial upon = 
Walls of {ernſalem ſeeing one of her Citizens made a prey 0 
and leading Captive into Babylon he gives notice of it 19 the 
King. Now the King of feruſalem calling to him the Spirit of 
Fear, a notable Souldier in ſuch occaſions ; Go, fays he, and 
reſcue our Priſyner. He, as one always ready at all the com- 
mands of the King, with all ſpeed purſues the enemies, and on 
the ſudden there was made in their ears a found as it were of 
a vehement wind coming towards them. For Fear :\undred 
over them, and at the voice of his Power all the ſtrength of 
his enemy trembled, whom now put to flight, Fear did nor far 
purſue them, bur endeavoured ro carry back ro his own City 
his reſcued ſellow-Citizen. Fur one of the adverts ries, the 
Spirit of Sadneſs was not with them when ear alfailed them. 
He ſeeing his Companions on the ſudden flying, riices out of the 
ambuſh in which he had hid himſelf, makes to chem with all 
H 2 {pced. 


] ; Etwixt Babylon and feryſalems there is no Peace, but a con 


ſpeed, All this 1s done, fay they, % Fear aJone, and it is 2 dif- 
grace to us all, But he; be not afraid of thar Fe £ tor 1 
know -what's ro be done. I will go, and 1! be 2 Ivinz SÞl-- 
rit in the corners of the ways, and will feign my {cif rc be a 
friend of Fear. For [ know the man, and he js not to be dealt 
witha! " torce, but by craft. But do you wait the iſſue. He 
did as ne had faid, and taking the neereſt way, got betore Fear. 
And returning back upon the way, by which Fear was going, 
he met him ;z and entertaining hint with kind, but very mil- 
chievyous diſcourſes, began to Meduce him; to that Fear, igno- 
rant of his detigns, contidently tollows him. And he was.nuw 
1ſt upon the point of precipitating him into the ditch of De- 
air, But rhe Spia! ſngnitie's t0 the King whet wes a-doing, 
The Kirg makes one of his Souldiers, Hoe, to) be call od, and 
commands him to make haſte to the taccour of ir, Carrying 
with him the Horſe Cf Defpair, and the Sword of Joy. The 
fairitul Souldier g going forth at the word of command, when 
hc was come to the place, brandithing the 5word of Joy, h« 
put Sadrets to flight. And ſo having delivered h.s fellow-Cirt- 
zen, and pur him upon the Horle of Defire, going before, he 
draws him forward with the cord of the Promiſes: and Feor 
following behind, laſhes him on with a little whip made of the 
ſinall cords of his ſins. The free Horſe goes on wu-moin, drawn 
botore, and urged hehind ; bur in fo rapid a courſe, there was 
reaſon to fear an incurſion. Ard indeed the Souldiers of Ba'%1- 
ln; gathered together 2 Councel, faying ; Whar do we, wher 
be has i eſe; ped, whom but now we polſe!! ed with ſecurity ? 
How is the jubilation of Hell rurned into mourning, and jov 
nds in the Heavens for che delivery of tacir fellow-Cirizen 
by only tio Souldiers ? How 1s it that the curining of the Dia- 
bolicai fraud has periſhed + Eur one of rhem more wicked than. 
the rei, fuggeltcd rome and wicked counte!, faying 3 You 
ENOW NOUUNG, nor a4 you aunderitand, hoy thar now he 1s more 
ealy to be taken, ard it ic be taken, more haraly will he be 
raken from us again. Do you theretocre follow a-loof off, and 
{11 rranshgure my fel into an Angcl of Light. and under 2 
hew of reach ing them as ſtrangers, and ignorant of the way, 
will decerve them. The Trapan being, thus ordered, the $cour- 
watch fignihes to the King, that indeed the Cipiive 1s recort-- 
ng, and upon the Horle of Deſire, but that he makes roo mucl: 
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:afte, for want of a Bridle and Saddle. The enemies, fivs he, 
parſut him a-far cf}, and ſome of them invetcrare in evil, cut 
the way ſhort. Bur, and jaſt row, | ſee one who ſeems to wear 
our Arms, bur I am ſure he's gone out from us. It's needfu} 
(omebody ſhould go and ask him, are you ours, or do you be- 
long to our adycriaries? Moreover the King, whoſe mind 1s 
continually ſolicited with the care. of Souls, fends forth rwwo of 
11s Councellors, Prudence and Temperance. One of which, 
]1cmperance puts upon the Horfe the bridle of Diſcretion, and 

perfwades Hope to go 2 more moderate pace. But Pruderce 

chiding Fear, and accuſing him of headinets, admonithed him ol 

he furure : ard ſet upon the Horſe the faddle of Circumſpectt- 
wraeh that his Rider might nor full backwards, but might cit be- 
ind on confeſhon of Si: vaſt, before cn meditation of Judg- 
ment, on the Ictt-hiand on Patie ice, and on rhe rignt-hand on 
Humility. Moreover Rope and Fear gave ſpurs, Hope on the 
right-foot, the expectation of Reward z Fear on the left, the 

Ircad of Puniſtment, And delay being made, ir now growing 
cowards evening, ard the day being far ſpent. the enemies are 
gathered together again in multitudes to hight them. Fear 
rrembles, Hope accelerates, but ſcarce at length Prudence and 
Temperance makes thein hear councel, And Prudence, you fee 
that the day is gone, and the night his overtaken us : 
and he that walks n Carkneſs, knows not Whither he goes. 
Moreover you have a great way Ver to go, nor is the number 
of your enemies ſmall. Put cur Ring has. a very faithful Soul- 
divr, whom { know very well, and he has a Cattle here hard 
by, ind a very ſtrong Habitativn ; becauſe he has made 
[iis neſt ina Rock, Ler us, it you pleate, divert unto him, for 
ir is £00d for us to be there. oy &Armor-bearer, Reaſon, ſhali 
go before us; for he is 8kilful in the ways, and known to 
Jaſtice, to wit, of his-} da Reaſon then Teading the way, 
the ret following, he got to the Caſtle before them ; and kba- 
ving fatured Juſtice, gave novice of the Oueſts rhat were a 
coming. Juitice enquires who rhey are, asks whence, and for 
what they come. And being informed concerning their King. 
rin; vp, goes out to them with proviſion of Bread, arid meets 
them as an honoured Vither, ard taking rhe Soul off from the 
Horſe of Dehre, affectuouily ludges him im the inmoit chambers 

v1 Lis Houfe, The en*mics Army follows, and ſurrounding 

the 
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rhe Caſtle on all ſides, ſeeks out, if poſſible, fome entrance - or 
other ; and, 2s a Lion, goes about ſeeking whom he may de- 
vour. But* finding it fortified on all ſides, they pitch their 
Tents, and order Watches, that no body may be able ro g0 
in o7 out; and that the morning being come, they may aſlaulc 
It, and with their prepared machins throw it down to the 
ground. In the mean time Fear, timerous, and not flothtul in 
tolicitude, nor ever ſecure, excites his fellow-Souldiers, con-- 
venes Jultice, enquires about the fortification of the place, and 
how they are prepared with Arms, and adds,ift perhaps there be 
a ſufficiency of proviſions for their ſuſtenance, To theſe things 
Juſtice anſwers ; The ſciruation of the place, as you may ob-- 
terve, 1s {trong and inacceſſible, nor does it fear aſſaults, with 
the arms and machins of the enemies, But becauſe it is a dry 
place, it has but few Inhabirants, whom ir ſuſtains in ſome man- 
aer with the dry food of Barly-bread. And we have now on- 
iy lefr tive Batly-loaves, and rwo- Filhes. And what, fays Fear, 
are theſe amongſt ſo many ? He began therefore the more 70 
tear, and to be irkſomly weary, and bjaming the Soul for caminy 
oft the Horſe of delire, often commemorated, rhat the 1att 
chings of that man would be worſe then h's tirft. For that 
forward Horſe, now commirted i the guidance of only rea 
!{on, with his \wift courſc did fly to the City. Thou thy 1-1f, 
lays he, ſhalr ſee, if it was not berter with thee then rather 
than now. And fo Fear had almolt riten up againſt Hope for 
thinking contrary things ; but Temperance called in Prudence, 
Prudence being come, reprehending the unrulineſs of Fear, 
ſays; Let thy Sword, O Fear, ſhew its cruelty upon the 3d- 
verſaries. Doeſt thou not know that-our.King 1s the King of 
Vertues, the ſtrong ard powerful Lord, the Lord powerful in 
Bartel ? Let therefore a Meſſenger go, who may make known 
the neceſſities of his Servants, demand Help, bring Auxiliaries. 
And who thatl be able to go ? ſays Fear. Darkneſs has cover- 
ed the carth, and a watchful multitude of enemies encompaſſes 
the walls, and we all ignorant of the way, as in a Country far 
from home. They called therefore Juſtice, their Hoſt. If in 
any thing, fay they, thou canſt, help us : To whom Juſtice ; Be 
of good heart. For I have a very faithful meſſenger to the 
King, we!l known at Court, to wit, Prayer, who is not unskilled 
through unknown ways, in the ſecret lence of the night, to 
pene- 
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1etrate the ſecrets of Heaven, and to go to the King's Bed- 
chamber, ard by an opportune 1mportunity to incline. the pious 
mind of the King, and is wont'by a pittiful ſupplication to im- 
trate help for the diſtreſſed. Let him go if you pleaſe, for 
fo he is here preſent at hand. And when they had all anfivered, 
[t pleaſes us : Prudence diftating what he thould infinuate to 
the King, Juſtice commending him that he ſhould act faithfu'ly, 
and be fore not to return empry ; the reſt, but eſpecially Fear, 
beſeeching him that he would make al! haſte potitble, he was 
ſent away through a ſecret poitern of the wal!, And he fe- 
curely penetrating the thickeſt files of the enemies, ſwifter 
than any Bird, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,” came 
co the very Gates of the new 7-r-/:/:9;, Which when he had 
found ſhur, and had knocked, the Porters taking it Il, that" in 
the ſilent dead of night he ſhou!d fill the City with clamours, 
and not be afraid ro be importune even to the King himſeif, he 
continued knocking, and moreover ſpoke, ſaymg ; Open to me 
the Gates of Juſtice, and being entred into them, with my 
mouth I will confeſs to the Lord our King, according t9 the 
multirude of my dolours which-are in my heart. This, ſays he, 
is the Care of iny Lord, Juſtice ſent me unto you, that I may 
be introduced to the King, for I have ſecrets to reveal to him. 
The voice of the Turtle was heard in our Land. And when ic 
we2s-underſtood that ſhe was a Meſſenger from Juitice, he was 
commanled to be brought in. Prayer entring in unto the King, 
adored, and ſaid; O King live for ever. And he: Are things 
well with thy Lord and his concerns 2 And Prayer : Well, 
O Lord, through your Grace. Yet one thing is needful. Your 
fervant, which by your Royal command was fſnatch'd -away- 
from the horns of the Unicorns, has turned in unto your Cham- 
pion my Matter ; and it 1s a Southerly and dry Land, and ir 
has no provitions. May my-Lord give his benediftiun, and 
our earth give his fruit, and our enemies are gathered toge- 
ther in muſritades to fight againſt us. Give us, O Lord, help 
concerning, our tribulation z becauſe there is no other to fight 
for us, except thou our God. Then our King, whoſe nature is 
goodneſs, moved with theſe fears, faid ; Whom ſhall we (end ? 
To whom Charicy : Lo here am I, Lord, ſend me. Burt the 
King asked concerning her Companions ; but Charity anſwered, 
her own Domeſticxs were ſufhcient, Charity therefore goes 
out, 
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out, together with her noble Train, Joy, Peace, Patience, Lon-- 
ganimity, Benigniry, Goodneſs, Meeknets. The renowned Cap- 
tain attended by theſe, marches forward, and aſſured of the 
Victory, lifting up the triumphal ſign, he paſſed the firſt and ſe- 
cond Watch of the enemics. And being come to the Gate, ir 
opened to her of it fe!lf, Ar whote entrance, great joy was 
mace in the Town. And when at the perlivaſion of joy they 
al! lift, up their voices, and cr:ivd aut with acclamations, the cla- 
morous noile terrified the Camp of thoſe without. And they ; 
whar 15 that voice of Exultation that ſounds in our cars from 
tie Tenrs of //rcl? It was nvrt {0 yeiterday, .and the day be- 
ture, Perhaps aid is Cume co them, and they will tally our, 
and affault vs. Wheretore Ict us fiy 7/ra/; for the Lord fights 
tor rhem againſt us. In- the inven time Charity, lmpatient of 
delay, commands her Army to 2X pur 12 arrey, the Gates 'to be 
opence, and the enemy ro be purſued ; openly protetting, ang 
laying ; L will go to the gates of Hell, So at one folly the 
whole Army of Charity goes torth, whoſe torce the Babylonian: 
nor being abls to bear, they fly, but do nor eſcape, On 1: 
de of Fear fall rhoutands, and on the right-nand of Cuauriry 
ren thouſands, 
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for Battel. On the one fide the Valiant David draws 
forth a terrible and well-ordered Squadron of Vertues : 
On the other ſide Nebuchadonor.s * diſpoſes againſt him the ſpi- 
ritua] wickedneſſes of Babylon, # tumultuous Army of Vices. 
The young Novice, Dav:d, having but newly taken the military 
Oath to kis Sovereign, girt about with the Sword of the Word 
_ God, by the hands of the eternat David, equipped with 
ther Spiritual Weapons, big with great thoughts, very 1n- 
ears, rather of making himſelf reat Name, than of con- 
guering the enemy, again!t t Ff F: »f the King goes forth 
the Camp. He had a metled Ho wie,his own body, ſt ll Full of ſe- 
cular juice, luſty, freſh, wanton, and his rind pr roportioned; thus 


1 HE Armies of Pernſalem and Babylon were ſet in array 


mounted, he's carried gall intiy, and {cornin 'S the diſcipline of 


his own Tents, and conemning his Companions, out of a cer- 
tain fooliſh preſumprion he marches far before the reft, ſivel- 
ling and panting to make himſelf a name. David ſeeing his 
'impetuons preſumption, threatens him by his Son Solomos : 
Wo to him that is alone ; becauſe if he fall, he has not one tc 
hclp him up. Whole adinonitions he lightly cſteeming, when 
he was ſeeking occaſions of ſhewing his great Vertue to him- 
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{elf or others, and was contriving ro do ſome notable fear, he 
io1es in the adverſe Party, one of the enemies, of a ftout ma- 
is, and a crafty wickedneſs, having fiery arms, and his hands 
1 of fiery darts, wounding many, killing thofe he wounds, 
g p10 5mpling upon thoſe he kilts, calily aki ng Captiv We: _ 
+. c1[t) iy TC eaſing them-: ; the pirit of F nication. Here 
ISPs L2 ſhew an experimernr of his excciient Vevine pa 
Sirects his force againſt him ; 21.4 urging forward thit bis free 
Gore with the Jaſhes of tolring, af che fpurs of watchmg, he 
is wiolly carried upon him. Prudence cries out behind; Spare, 


F Ire : wr 2ttOn CTics, I 1: and the whole Army of 
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[D.z%14 calls out to aim : at whieh he hear ng WICH U deaf car. 
miferabie creature, hos carricu keadiong mnto his gown rCume, 
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beiore, For he headily rofhing on, rw 4 Silters Pride vnd*Vain- 
glory meet hum, and fraudulc _elys. vy vay of acclamation, cry 
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nothing of ti Tri” bby virich compals him on all fides. '-For 
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ſuch affcuits of furk voungitrs, makes a inew of {iving, and 
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virg HO him mto the middis of #abyloa, throngh the 


(ace thy s ever oper, he celivirs bim ur to her Comruni- 
ons ro be mocked at by them. Citi) and Fornication ſeize 
up3!, his horſe as theirs, yr Uo 8 44 permit Iis Maftcr any 
Jonzc nr to have any 3 Hr in 111i. For tow He ber an to full : 
now, being weary, he pg ro divert, or turn out of the 11 ay; 
for in the middle of che Fight ht te 1 anccr his ! Ude r, and fad- 
I'y bruifed him with his {1 Whom they w /th ther Babylonan 
meth having refreſbed, and made fr Wo, — owe> ro their 
ſervices. Anzer, Envy, Ind a whole iroup of other Vices riſe 
1p avamfit the miſerable ccearure, ard Hrners conic) entily build 
26 back. And Fornicotion alſo, che back of who! i, "—_ 
31 av, he had on'y fren hitherro, now with open face; end 
brazen forchead 3Maije him, and caſrs her hery dorts mto his 
heart, and draws her iword agunt :js neck, and b ng thrown 
mM Gown, tran: Es up on him, and det vers him er to the 
Cook of the Kins of Babylon, Nabi waam, ſubject; nz him ro 
his 
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his impure ingurgitations' to be laugh'd at ; nor docs fhe now 
permir honourable vices to Jay hand 07 him, but wirh derifion 
expoſes him to the filthy Scullions of the King's Kitchen ; rhat 
is, to foul and horrid vices. So then being now taken by the 
enemies, he is bound with the cords of bad cuſtom, and prect- 
pitated into the priſon of detperation, But King David cover- 
ing his head, lamented, ſaying ; © Abfolon wy Sen, my Son Alm 
ſolon. And caliing a royal reriiner, « tried and vfetu! inffrumear 
in iuch occations, to wit, Fear; he iends him to ſeek him our, 
and commands hjm to rake Obedicnce alovg wich hiin, that 
having taken !1m our of Priſon, he may commir bt to rhe 
tuition of Obedience. Fear being ſ{eor, goes, and awakes the 
miſeroble Caprive ; and having treed him from his chains and 
priſon , according as it was commanded him, deireered 
hm up to Obedience, ard allo rettored him his Rorſe, bur teady 
and rebellious, and fo as he would hardly zny more acknow- 
Ig his Lord. Whom Obedience Jaying hold on, and curbing 
14113 WIT an Iron-bit, ſubjected him, although with very 
great reluctancy and recelcitration io his ancievt Maſter, and 
ranght 2m 0 caange his ſtrength. So Obedience having from 
Fear received rhe Souldier of Chril., leading him by another 
way brought lum back into his own Countrey ; and ordered 
him his firft manſion with Picty, ro wit, that che indulgent 
tweerncts of bis Father calling him back again, might refreſh 
his mind angered by Fear. His ſecond with Knowleds, thit he 
might know whence, and whither he was ro return, and chr he 
might underſtend how to uſe both Picty and Fear ; lett Piery 
ſhould exrcl him, or Fear deze: him. His third with Fortirude, 
which ſhould ſtrengthen him to perform the juurney of his 
return. His fourth with Councel, that he may !earn ro do all 
things with the countel of another, nor in any thing decline 
trom the guidance of Obedience. His fifth with Underitand4- 
ing, that now not only by the counſel of others, but alto he 
himielf may begin to wnderftand what is the pood, well 
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pleaſing, and perfect wii} of God. S1vthiv, the Souldicr of 


Ciiriit came to the maniior of Witdom, his other Hoſts accom- 
panying him, and not fortaking his iourncy, that now the good 
raings of our Lord may become luvoury to him, and ke may 
hencetorth wirh Afofes, as it were from Mou Avarin, begin 
1.0 co:remplate the promiſts of God, And tv now he 1s come 
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mg Teruſalew, into the Ringdom.and City of Davrdy into the 

Viſion-oEfPeice ; Where, bleiſediare, the Peacemakers, the Sons | 
of. Godowho,- all chings being pacified jinteriorly and ;exteri- 

orly; enter-into_the Joy of .their -Lord,, and Celebratea- Sab+ 

barh: 6f Sabbaths. Amen. 2006'E 
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